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Governance (September, 2022)
TOPIC: Competitiveness Roadmap for India@100
Issue in brief – The Institute for Competitiveness (IFC) has just launched a report titled ‘Competitiveness
Roadmap for India@100’.
https://www.financialexpress.com/economy/indian-economy-can-touch-20-trillion-by-2047debroy/2649978/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising
out of their design and implementation

❖ Why in news?
• The Economic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister (EAC-PM) has laid
out a plan to help India achieve highincome status by 2047 through sector
and region-specific policies in the
"Competitiveness
Roadmap
for
India@100".
• In his Independence Day speech, Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has set an
ambitious target of making India a
developed nation by 2047.
• The roadmap outlines the new guiding
principles that will be influential in shaping India’s growth journey in the next twenty-five years.

❖ What are the key recommendations?
• The recommendations outlined in the roadmap propose policy goals, principles and approaches to
further drive India's economy in the direction of sustainability and resilience, embedded in social
progress and shared prosperity.
• 4S guiding principles – "The '4S' guiding principles redefine our approach to attaining prosperity by
stressing the need for prosperity growth to be matched by social progress, to be shared across all
regions within India, to be environmentally sustainable, and to be solid in the face of external shocks.
• By capturing these four important aspects, the '4S' guiding principles pave the way for resilient and
holistic development.
• Recommendations –
1. Competitiveness roadmap holds productivity as the key driver of long-term prosperity. It emphasises
the creation of an ecosystem that enables firms to be more productive and individuals to share the value
generated through their productivity.
2. India needs a set of sector and location-specific growth initiatives to reframe some of its key
industrial and regional policies to pursue a coherent strategy for growth and competitiveness
upgrading.
3. The change in approach to development in different sectors and states will not only shape policy
actions today but also have an impact on the design and implementation of future policies.
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• Areas of action – These include improving labour productivity and enhancing labour mobilisation,
boosting the creation of competitive job opportunities and improving policy implementation through
greater coordination across different ministries.

❖ Challenges before India
• Inequality - Economic and social outcomes across India are indeed highly heterogeneous. A small group
of regions accounts for a large share of national output and dominates activities like exports and
innovation while a large number of less prosperous regions appear largely unconnected to the modern
Indian and global economy.
• Complexity of laws - Many administrative rules and regulations can only be met by companies that
operate at a much higher level of performance. As a result, India fails to see the structural transformation
it needs, and many companies remain stuck in informality and low scale.
• Lack of technological adoption - Smaller, local businesses are often hesitant in adopting digital
solutions due to limited understanding and inadequate training.
• Insufficient R&D - There is lack of expenditure in research & development (R&D) infrastructure across
the country. The regional disparities in terms of R&D infrastructure are high in India.
• Poor governance - India has made headway on many factor inputs such as electricity, education etc. but
the benefits of these improvements too often fail to materialize because of distorted market structures
or inefficient governance and incentive systems.
• The country still lags in key fundamentals, in particular skills, some dimensions of infrastructure, and
the costs of doing business.

❖ Government’s efforts to ensure competitiveness
• Competition Act, 2002 - The Act prohibits anti-competitive agreements, abuse of dominant position by
enterprises and regulates combinations, which causes an appreciable adverse effect on competition
within India. In accordance with the provisions of the Act, the Competition Commission of India and
the Competition Appellate Tribunal have been established.
• NITI Aayog – It endeavours to promote competitive federalism by facilitating improved performance
of States/UTs. It encourages healthy competition among states through the indices such as School
Education Quality Index, State Health Index, Composite Water Management Index, Sustainable
Development Goals Index, India Innovation Index and Export Competitiveness Index.
• Technology governance - The ministry of external affairs, through NEST (New, Emerging and Strategic
Technologies) division, promotes national interests and ensures India’s active participation in
international forums on technology governance.
• Strengthening manufacturing capacity - Atmanirbhar Bharat and Make in India are aimed at domestic
supply chains and heavy investment in manufacturing hubs.

❖ Way Forward
• Inequality, heterogeneity, environmental sustenance and GDP growth accompanied by social progress
need to be factored into any such roadmap.
• Institutional framework - A robust institutional structure is essential for achieving business
competitiveness, capacity building and supply chain resilience.
• Effective policies - For the Indian development trajectory to reach higher levels of competitiveness, the
focus must be on government policies and the enterprises and individuals functioning in the environment
shaped by these policies.
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• Integrated approach - Both the structural transformations outlined and the integration of economic
and social progress will be of utmost importance in the coming decades.
• Use of technology - India must also leverage advanced technologies such as 6G, Internet of Things and
blockchain to ensure global competitiveness.
• The competitiveness approach must serve as the cornerstone of India's economic and social policy for us
to be able to sustain long-term economic growth.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Economic Advisory Council to the Prime Minister – EAC-PM is a non-constitutional, non-permanent
and independent body constituted to give advice on economic and related issues to the Government
of India, specifically to the Prime Minister. Its functions include:
• Addressing issues of macroeconomic importance and presenting views thereon to the Prime
Minister”, either on its own or upon reference.
• Presenting to the PM from time to time reports on “macroeconomic developments and issues with
implications for economic policy”.
• Institute for Competitiveness, India – It is an international initiative centered in India, dedicated to
enlarging and purposeful disseminating of the body of research and knowledge on competition and
strategy.
• The institute studies competition and its implications for company strategy; the competitiveness of
nations, regions & cities and thus generate guidelines for businesses and those in governance; and
suggests & provides solutions for socio-economic problems.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. The Global Competitiveness Report is published by which of the following organizations?
a) International Monetary Fund
b) United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
c) World Economic Forum
d) World Bank
Answer: c)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Competitiveness is a key aspect for ensuring a long term and sustainable development. Outline
the major challenges for effective competition and government’s efforts to ensure a healthy
competition in India.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Sedition in India
Issue in brief – The latest edition of the NCRB’s Crime in India report showed that 76 sedition cases
were registered across the country in 2021, a marginal increase from the 73 registered in 2020.
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/most-number-of-sedition-cases-in-last-8-years-came-fromassam-ncrb-data-8131263/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Functioning of the Executive and the Judiciary; Government policies and interventions

❖ Findings of the Report
• Seventy-six cases for sedition were
registered in 2021 in the country under
IPC Section 124A, of which the
maximum
29
were in Andhra
Pradesh.
• Assam recorded the most number of
sedition cases in the country in the last
eight years. Out of 475 sedition cases
registered in the country between 2014
and 2021, Assam accounted for 69 cases
- 14.52 per cent.
• Six states (Assam, Haryana, Jharkhand,
Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh and Jammu and Kashmir) accounted for 250 cases i.e., more than half the
number of total sedition cases recorded in the country in the eight-year period.

❖ Sedition laws in India
• In 1870, sedition was included as an offence under section 124A of the IPC by the Britishers to curb
political dissent.
• Section 124A defines sedition as “Whoever, by words, either spoken or written, or by signs, or by visible
representation, or otherwise, brings or attempts to bring into hatred or contempt, or excites or attempts
to excite disaffection towards, the Government estab-lished by law shall be punished with imprisonment
for life, to which fine may be added”.
• Punishment - As per section 124A, sedition is a non-bailable offence, punishable with imprisonment
from three years up to life, along with a fine. The person charged under this law is also barred from a
government job and their passport is seized by the government.
• Other related laws in India –
✓ The Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 (Section 95)
✓ The Seditious Meetings Act, 1911
✓ The Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act (Section 2(0) (iii))
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❖ Supreme Court’s rulings on sedition law
• Recent decision - Rampant misuse of sedition led the Supreme Court in May 2022 to effectively halt all
use of the law in an interim ruling. Court has ordered that no new FIRs will be filed for Sedition and all
the pending cases will be on hold while the Government reconsiders the law.
• The court said the law was “not in tune with the current social milieu and was intended for a time when
this country was under the colonial regime”.
• Romesh Thapar v State of Madras (1950) - SC held “criticism of the government exciting disaffection
or bad feelings towards it, is not to be regarded as a justifying ground for restricting the freedom of
expression, unless it is such as to undermine the security of or tend to overthrow the state.”
• However, in Kedarnath Singh v State of Bihar (1962), Supreme Court upheld the constitutionality of
the sedition law, holding that it must apply only to “acts involving intention or tendency to create
disorder, or disturbance of law and order, or incitement to violence”.
• In its guidelines on using the new, restrictive definition of sedition law, the court said not all speech
with “disaffection”, “hatred,” or “contempt” against the state, but only speech that is likely to incite “public
disorder” would qualify as sedition.
• Balwant Singh v. State of Punjab (1995) - Ruling reiterated that the real intent of the speech must be
taken into account before labelling it seditious.
• In subsequent rulings such as Dr. Vinayak Binayak Sen v. State of Chhattisgarh (2011), the court also
held that a person can be convicted for sedition even if she is not the author of the seditious speech but
has merely circulated it.

❖ Arguments in support of sedition law
• Unity and Integrity of country – The law helps the government in combating anti-national, secessionist
and terrorist elements that can hamper the public order and incite violence and induce enmity. It is
essential to prevent any threat to the integrity and stability of the nation.
• Stability of government - Sedition law provides a deterrent for the acts committed with the intention to
disrupt public order or to overthrow the government with violence and illegal means.
• Reasonable restrictions – Fundamental Rights cannot be absolute; they need to be confined in
reasonable boundaries to ensure that they don’t bring harm to others around us. Under Article 19(2),
Constitution provides for various grounds for imposing “reasonable restrictions” on free speech.
• Punishment for hostile activities - Many districts in different states face a Maoist insurgency and rebel
groups virtually run a parallel administration. These groups openly advocate the overthrow of the state
government by revolution. These groups must be strictly punished.
• Prevention of contempt - The Government of India is an official authority provided for in the
Constitution and established by law. Therefore, there must be restrictions on expressing unnecessary
contempt or ridiculing the Government beyond certain limits.
• Law commission - A legal opinion sought by the Centre on a Law Commission report on the British era
sedition law has stated that “Section 124A – sedition as interpreted by the Supreme Court is necessary”.
• The Supreme Court of India, in its various judgements such as in Kedar Nath v State of Bihar (1962),
has upheld the constitutionality of the law, observing that such power was required by the State to
protect itself.
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❖ Arguments against the law
• A single use of sedition law against even one citizen can have a widespread effect on society, indicating
that next time no one even dares to stand up against the state’s power.
• Violation of fundamental rights - The law causes a ‘chilling effect’ on free speech and is an unreasonable
restriction on free expression, a fundamental right.
• Colonial law - It was extensively used by the British to curb political dissent during the Independence
movement. It has no relevance in present system of welfare state.
• Misuse of law - This law remains a powerful tool used by the authorities to criminalise dissent and arrest
peaceful critics of the government. It has become a weapon for the state to stifle dissent in society be it
against students, journalists, poets, and anyone according to the whip and fancies of the state.
• Impact on democracy - Sedition law is the reflection of how even in a democratic nation-state the state
suspects and considers its citizens as its biggest threat, therefore rather than repealing such provisions,
it continues to use it.
• Violation of international commitments - The law also violates article 19 of the International Covenant
on Civil and Political Rights, which India ratified in 1979.
• Global precedence - The UK, Ireland, Australia, Canada, Ghana, Nigeria and even Uganda, have already
banished the “sedition law” as an undemocratic, undesirable and unnecessary law that conflicts with the
democratic freedom of speech.
• The Law Commission has also called for a reconsideration of the sedition law. According to Law
Commission of India’s 2018 report “People should be at liberty to show their affection towards their
country in their own way”.

❖ Conclusion
• The law of sedition is an appropriate representation of a relationship between intolerant-despotic state
power and its subject.
• Government should work towards striking a balance between sedition and the right to freedom of speech,
and installing safeguards against misuse of the sedition charge.
• Section 124A of the IPC should be invoked only in cases where the intention behind any act is to disrupt
public order or to overthrow the government with violence and illegal means.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Sedition laws in other countries –
• United States - Sedition is a federal felony under the Federal Criminal Code, Section 2384. In US,
“conspiracy to interfere directly with the operation of the government” and not just speech is
considered sedition.
• United Kingdom - The sedition law was officially repealed under Section 73 of the Coroners and
Justice Act, 2009, citing a chilling effect on freedom of speech and expression.
• Australia - Australia repealed its sedition law in 2010.
• Singapore - Last year Singapore repealed the law citing that several new legislations can sufficiently
address the actual need for sedition law without its chilling effects.
• Uganda - The Constitutional Court in Uganda struck down the law as unconstitutional.
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Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Consider the following statements –
1. As per Section 124A of the IPC, sedition is a non-bailable offence in India.
2. First case of sedition under the Section 124A of IPC was filed in the year 1891 against
Bangabasi, a Calcutta weekly.
Which of the above statement(s) are correct:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: c)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. There are divisive forces in the country which would need to be checked. Thus, it is necessary to
retain the sedition law even though it is a necessary evil. Critically examine. Also write down
judgements of the Supreme Court in this regard.
[15 marks, 250 words]

www.dashovidya.in, Email: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com, Telegram: DashoVidyaIAS, Contact: 8595852855

4

7

DashoVidya IAS–Syllabus Affairs
Governance (September, 2022)
TOPIC: Data Protection in Digital India
Issue in brief – Data protection is the most significant issue being debated in public space due to digital
transformation and its impact on the public.
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/india-to-replace-it-act-with-digital-india-act11662552511520.html
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Government policies and interventions for development of various sectors

❖ Why in news?
• Recently, Information and Technology Minister
Ashwini Vaishnaw said that the ministry will soon
come up with a new version of the Data Protection
Bill.
• India will also replace the IT Act with a Digital India
Act, comprising a modern framework of laws and
rules that will act as catalysts for innovation and
protecting citizen's rights.
• Earlier in August, the government withdrew The
Personal Data Protection Bill, 2019.

❖ Evolution of data protection framework in India
• In 2017, the Supreme Court of India pronounced a landmark judgment declaring the right to privacy as
a fundamental right under the framework of the right to life (Article 21) as per our Constitution.
• Legislative measures - A standalone and comprehensive privacy law does not exist in India. Currently,
the Information Technology Act 2000 read with supplementary Rules, acts as the legal cornerstone to
ensure the protection of personal information.
• Administrative measures a. Communications - In attempting to balance privacy rights on the weighing scale of national security
and public order, the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology codified Information
Technology (Intermediary Guidelines and Digital Media Ethics Code) Rules, 2021.
b. Banking and finance - RBI released "Guidelines on Regulation of Payment Aggregators and
Payment Gateways." These guidelines seek to restrict payment aggregators from storing cards and
associated data (e.g., card number and CVV).
c. Bureau of Indian Standards - IS 17428 is the latest standard issued by BIS to govern data privacy
assurance practices of organizations. This standard will provide a framework to establish, implement,
maintain and update data privacy management practices.
• Judicial measures a. Recently, Supreme Court constituted a committee to assess the violation of the right to privacy and
make recommendations on the current surveillance laws to boost data protection practices.
b. In August 2021, Madras High Court dismissed a petitioner's right to be forgotten, seeking to have his
criminal and court records expunged following his acquittal from the case. The court issued the
dismissal because the fulfillment of a task in public interest trumped the individual's right to privacy.
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❖ Need of data protection law
• While data can be put to beneficial use, the unregulated and arbitrary use of data, especially personal
data, has raised concerns regarding the privacy and autonomy of an individual.
• Data revolution - The transition to a digital economy is underway and the processing of personal data
has already become omnipresent. There are over 560 million internet subscribers, making India the
second largest online market after China.
• National interest – Due to India's economic, national security and data protection concerns, data of
Indians should be stored primarily in India and may be transferred if the individual provides consent.
• Safety of personal data - Data sharing networks, created by private and public entities, depend on the
personal data of individuals. In the absence of adequate privacy safeguards, there is a risk that personal
data may be subjected to unauthorized access.
• Data-driven innovation - A firm legal framework for data protection will keep personal data of citizens
secure and protected and will act as the foundation on which data-driven innovation and
entrepreneurship can flourish in India.
• Law enforcement - Data regulation will ensure that law enforcement agencies have access to data to
detect financial and other frauds.

❖ Associated issues
• Data localization - The glaring concerns with localization norms are the costs and technical capabilities
required to segregate data and create a single point of failure, as data would have to be stored only in a
server-based in India, as opposed to the conventional practice of utilizing distributed servers across
various jurisdictions.
• Lack of capacity - Indian regulators often lack the capacity and resources to audit data fiduciaries for
regulatory compliance and enforce penalties for deviation.
• Issue of consent – A key challenge of data regulation would be to gain, withdraw, review and manage
consent in an accessible, transparent and interoperable manner.
• Compliance burden – Data protection regime could potentially increase the cost of compliance,
especially for small companies and start-ups.
• Economic impacts - Stringent data regulations may reduce the global competitiveness of India’s service
providers by hindering their ability to provide consumers with the best practices and technologies.

❖ Way Forward
• With the rapid adoption of cutting-edge technologies such as blockchain and AI, it would be a worthy
endeavor to track and study how the current bunch of regulations would be applied to frameworks based
on decentralization and anonymization.
• Organizations should consider conducting periodic audits and assessments of their privacy
procedures to better visualize the types of data they collect, its flow within the company, storage
timelines and locations, and initiate remediation steps to close any gaps they observe.
• A data protection framework in India must be based on the following seven principles –
1. Technology agnosticism
2. Holistic application
3. Informed consent
4. Data minimization
5. Controller accountability 6. Structured enforcement
7. Deterrent penalties
• For effective implementation of the data protection regime, it is required that all the stakeholders align
their polices with the requirements of data protection, encourage adoption of Privacy by design
principles and explore the possible Consent requirements at time of data collection.
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Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• EU model of data protection – The EU possesses a comprehensive data protection framework
which applies to processing of personal data by any means, and to processing activities carried out by
both the Government as well as the private entities, although there are certain exemptions such as
national security, defence, public security, etc.
• In EU, the right to privacy is a fundamental right which seeks to protect an individual’s dignity. The
European Charter of Fundamental Rights (EU Charter) recognizes the right to privacy as well as the
right to protection of personal data.
• US model of data protection - Unlike the EU, there is no comprehensive set of privacy rights or
principles that collectively address the use, collection and disclosure of data in the US. Instead, there is
limited sector specific regulation.
• The approach towards data protection varies for the public and private sector. The activities and
powers of the Government vis-à-vis personal information are well defined and addressed by broad,
sweeping legislations.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. BN Srikrishna committee, sometimes seen in news, is related to which of the following:
a) Estimation of poverty line
b) Banking reforms
c) Adoption of blockchain technology in India
d) Data Protection Framework for India
Answer: d)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Data revolution across the world and India has made it necessary for India to have its own data
protection regime. Discuss the various measures taken in India for the security of data and
associated challenges thereof.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Euthanasia/Assisted suicide
Issue in brief – Assisted suicide and euthanasia have long been contentious topics of debate as they
involve a complex set of moral, ethical and in some cases, religious questions.
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-health/godard-assisted-suicide-euthanesiaindia-explained-8153188/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Constitution of India: Significant provisions

❖ Why in news?
• Jean-Luc Godard, one of the legends of French
New Wave cinema, died earlier this week by
assisted suicide at the age of 91.
• French President Emmanuel Macron has
announced a national debate on end-of-life
options that will include exploring the
possibility of legalising assisted suicide.
• In August this year, a woman filed a petition
before Delhi High Court to stop her friend from
travelling to Switzerland to undergo
euthanasia on account of his long-term
debilitating sickness but later she withdrew
her petition.

❖ Euthanasia in India
• The concept of “assisted death” remains an alien concept in India. There is no law in the country with
regard to euthanasia apart from the Supreme Court (SC) directives.
• Section 309 of IPC – The Section prescribes punishment for attempting suicide. It states that whoever
attempts to commit suicide and does any act towards the commission of such offence, shall be punished
with simple imprisonment for a term which may extend to one year or with fine or both.
• Mental Healthcare Act, 2017 – The Act limited the scope of Section 309, which stated that any person
who tries to commit suicide shall be presumed unless otherwise proven that they have been suffering
from severe stress and that person will not be penalized.
• In Aruna Ramchandra Shanbaug v. Union of India & Ors. (2011), the Supreme Court recognized the
concept of ‘living will’ and it permitted passive euthanasia under certain severe circumstances. This
landmark judgement of the Supreme Court paved the way for decriminalizing suicide in India.
• In Common Cause v. Union of India case (2018), the Supreme Court recognized the right to die with
dignity, right to self-determination and right to autonomy as fundamental rights among the citizens of
India. Court ruled that an individual in a persistent vegetative condition can choose passive euthanasia,
and a person can implement a living will to decline medical assistance in the event of a terminal illness
• Religious practice - Sallekhana or santhara is a religious practice followed by Jains who stop eating in a
process of preparing for death. In 2015, the Rajasthan High Court ruled that the centuries-old practice
should be treated as attempted suicide and its abetment. Both are punishable under Indian law.
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❖ Arguments in favour
• Assisted dying is not the same as suicide – it is not an act of desperation, it is carried out with the
knowledge and support of family or friends, and it is done when it is clear that little or no quality is left
in the person’s life.
• Individual right - Many people suffering from terminal diseases have to carry on with their lives and not
be able to end it just because the law demands it. Individuals should be given the right to end their lives
if the circumstances become intolerable.
• Relief from sufferings - It becomes ethical and justified when the quality of life of the terminally ill
patient becomes so low that death remains the only justifiable means to relieve suffering.
• Relief for family - Euthanasia would relieve the family members of the patient suffering from a terminal
illness as it is difficult for them to afford the prolonged treatments.
• Optimum use of resources - Artificially keeping a person alive not only becomes economically
challenging for the person’s family, but also puts strains on the medical resources of the country.
• International examples - Some countries have legalized physician assisted suicide under specific
circumstances such as Austria, Belgium, Canada, Germany, Luxembourg, New Zealand, Switzerland etc.

❖ Arguments against
• Dr Roop Gursahant who was a panellist doctor in the Aruna Shanbaug case, states that assisted suicide
should be legalized in such a society that does not suffer from corruption and every individual is ethically
and morally responsible. Furthermore, even to this date when the judiciary and administrative bodies
are not free from corruption it would be a grave mistake to legalize euthanasia.
• Probable misuse - There are various reasons like property, money and animosity among family
members one can exploit the serious practice of euthanasia. Allowing euthanasia or assisted suicide in
India opens up the possibility of unlawful murders disguised as mercy killings.
• Unawareness in India - In India, a large population is still uneducated and unaware of their rights. Thus,
legalizing euthanasia would only victimize the innocent population and subject them to mercy killings.
• Mental illness - Several studies have supported this connection between mental disorder (e.g.,
depression) and interest in physician-assisted suicide, suggesting that suicidal ideation in terminally ill
patients is a manifestation of undiagnosed, untreated mental illness.
• Inadequate care - Requests for assisted suicide may be evidence of inadequate palliative care. Physician
compliance with a suffering patient's stated wish for assisted suicide may circumvent the provision of
appropriate psychiatric care.
• Global precedence - Many universal declarations of human rights talk about the ‘right to life’ of
individuals but the right to die is not mentioned in international or regional declarations. Many countries
like UK, France, Pakistan, Bangladesh, etc. consider suicide an offence to this date.

❖ Conclusion
• The practice of euthanasia and assisted suicide is becoming legal in the world in recent years with many
judiciaries decriminalizing the offence of suicide and the legislatures enacting laws to enable euthanasia
and assisted suicide under certain circumstances.
• As the access to assisted suicide increases, the need for additional research into the impacts on patients,
physicians, health care systems, etc. must be the focus of the administration. In a country like India, apart
from the medical prognosis, ethical and religious factors are also to be considered.
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Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Euthanasia - Euthanasia is the practice of a deliberate attempt to end one’s life in order to relieve
suffering. It is the procedure when a doctor is allowed by the law of the state to end the person’s life
through painless means as long as the patient and the family agree.
• Euthanasia is also classified as active euthanasia and passive euthanasia.
• Active euthanasia -This involves killing a terminally ill patient by injecting a lethal dose of a drug
i.e., killing the patient by active means.
• Passive euthanasia - Passive euthanasia is a kind of euthanasia that allows intentionally letting a
patient die by withholding artificial life support like turning off ventilators, discontinuing
medications and terminating food and water.

Practice Questions
Prelims:

Q. Consider the following statements:
1. Right to die with dignity is a fundamental right under Article 21 of the Indian Constitution
2. Both the active and passive euthanasia are allowed in India
Which of the above statements are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: a)

Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Should euthanasia, both active and passive, be allowed in India. Critically analyse.
[10 marks, 150 words]
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TOPIC: Capital Punishment
Issue in brief – The Supreme Court of India has acknowledged that capital punishment needs closer
scrutiny and has referred the matter to a five-judge Constitutional bench.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/explained-what-is-the-supreme-court-initiative-on-capitalpunishment/article65930570.ece
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Constitution of India – Significant provisions; Functioning of Judiciary

❖ Why in news?
• A three-judge Bench of the Supreme
Court has referred to a five-member
Constitution Bench the issue of giving
meaningful opportunity to those found
guilty of a capital offence to present
mitigating factors and circumstances so
that they can better plead for a life term
instead of a death sentence.
• The bench, led by Chief Justice UU Lalit,
acknowledged that there are serious
problems in India’s death penalty
regime, indicating that the current state
of death penalty sentencing is untenable.
• The Supreme Court has decided to frame uniform norms for trial courts in awarding the death sentence.

❖ Capital punishment in India
• Legal provisions • Section 235 of CrPC - It requires a judge to hear the accused after conviction on the question of
sentence, and then pass sentence on him according to law.
• Section 354(3) of CrPC - It says that when an offence is punishable with death or imprisonment for
life, the judgment shall state the reasons for the sentence awarded, and if the sentence is death, “special
reasons” for the sentence.
• Besides the gravity of the crime, the circumstances of the accused are also examined to determine the
suitability of the death penalty in a given case. Trial courts are required to balance ‘aggravating
circumstances’ and ‘mitigating circumstances’ to decide the sentence.
• Supreme Court’s rulings on capital punishment • Constitution bench ruling in Bachan Singh v State of Punjab (1980) upheld the constitutionality of
the death sentence, on the condition that it could be imposed in the “rarest of rare” cases.
• The Supreme Court’s 1983 ruling in Machhi Singh And Others vs State of Punjab introduced
“collective conscience” into the capital sentencing framework.
• In 2009, in Santosh Kumar Bariyar v State of Maharashtra, Justice S B Sinha expressed concern about
the lack of uniformity in death penalty sentencing.
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• In 2018, Justice Kurian Joseph in his minority opinion in Channu Lal Verma v State of Chhattisgarh
called for a relook at the constitutional possibility of the death penalty because of the arbitrariness that
had crept in.
• Subsequently, several three-judge bench decisions emphasised that a separate hearing on the question
of sentence should be afforded to the accused after recording conviction.

❖ Arguments in support of death penalty
• Retribution - Real justice requires people to suffer for their wrongdoing and to suffer in a way
appropriate for the crime. Each criminal should get what their crime deserves and in the case of a
murderer what their crime deserves is death.
• Deterrent effect - Capital punishment has a uniquely potent deterrent effect on potentially violent
offenders for whom the threat of imprisonment is not a sufficient restraint.
• Safety and Welfare the citizens – The society has a moral obligation to protect the safety and welfare
of its citizens. Murderers threaten this safety and welfare. Only by putting murderers to death can society
ensure that convicted killers do not kill again.
• Justice - Justice is a matter of ensuring that everyone is treated equally. It is very important that the
society imposes punishment on the criminals equal and not less than what the innocent victims and their
family has suffered.
• Moral arguments - Those who commit murder, because they have taken the life of another, forfeit their
own right to life. Capital punishment is one such practise that will bring about a balance of good over evil.

❖ Arguments against the death penalty
• Immoral act - When it is used for lesser crimes, capital punishment is immoral because it is wholly
disproportionate to the harm done. Capital punishment violates the condemned person’s right to life and
is fundamentally inhuman and degrading.
• Individual discretion - It depends on the judge’s discretion to choose between life imprisonment and
the death sentence. There is absolute lack of clarity on how death penalty sentencing should be done.
• Arbitrariness - The Supreme Court has repeatedly noticed that courts below it has been sentencing
accused persons to death without having sufficient material regarding them. Also, trial courts are far too
often imposing death sentences without considering any mitigating circumstances.
• Lack of resources and capacity - In death penalty cases, the accused are more often than not poor, can
ill-afford quality legal representation and scarcely have the resources to put before the Court meaningful
mitigation information. They are simply not in a position to produce relevant mitigating factors.
• Contentious role of public opinion - Accused persons often face deep suspicion and implicit bias.
Structural discrimination against those from a certain caste, class and religion can also be seen in India.
It may affect the decision of judiciary which may be disastrous in case of death penalty.
• ‘Same-day’ sentencing – This provision is inadequate and violates natural justice as convicts do not get
enough time to gather mitigating factors.
• Law Commission report - 262nd Law Commission of India Report in 2015, underscored the
inconsistencies in the Supreme Court’s approach to death penalty sentencing. The Law Commission
recommended abolition due to the irresolvable arbitrariness inherent in death penalty law.
• Global trend – There is a continuous drop in “active retentionist” countries and over 144 countries have
either in law or practice abolished the death sentence.
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❖ Way Forward
• The reference to the Constitution Bench is another attempt at infusing the death sentence process with
the values of fairness and non-arbitrariness. However, the sheer lack of capacity and resources that
plague our barely held-together criminal justice system betray its ability to be fair.
• Achieving fairness in sentencing necessarily requires that the accused be given time and resources to
gather and present such information in every single case and at every judicial stage.
• Going beyond the reports of jail authorities or parole officers, the courts may draft the help of
psychologists and behavioural experts.
• A study into the childhood experiences and upbringing of the accused, mental health history in the family
and the likelihood of traumatic past experiences and other social and cultural factors may be mandated
to be part of the sentencing process.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Capital punishment - Capital punishment or death penalty refers to the process of sentencing
convicted offenders to death for the most serious crimes such as murder, rape, terrorism, war crimes,
genocide etc. It is an institutionalized practice designed to result in deliberately executing persons in
response to actual or supposed misconduct.
• Mitigating circumstances - Mitigating circumstances include age, socio-economic factors, family
dependents, trauma, and history of violence and neglect. These help courts understand the accused’s
worldview, barriers and how they navigated their lives.
• Mitigation requires understanding the interplay of social, environmental, and psychological factors
and their impact on an individual.

Practice Questions
Mains: (Level-Difficult)

Q. Raising the procedural bar in imposing capital punishment is a crucial balance between total
abolition and active advocacy of the death sentence. Evaluate.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Electoral Bonds
Issue in brief – The Supreme Court is expected to hear the petition filed by the Association for
Democratic Reforms (ADR) challenging the Centre’s electoral bonds Scheme soon.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/electoral-bonds-scheme-and-supreme-courtpleas/article65905743.ece
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Government policies; Transparency and accountability

❖ Why in news?
• Ahead of assembly elections in Gujarat
and Himachal Pradesh, the government
on September 29 approved issuance of
22nd tranche of electoral bonds that
will open for sale on October 1.
• ADR’s (Association for Democratic
Reforms)
plea,
challenging
the
constitutionality of the scheme,
appeared on the cause list for Monday,
September 19, while a Bench has not
been assigned yet.
• In April this year, the Chief Justice of
India had assured petitioners that the
Supreme Court will take up for hearing a pending plea challenging the Electoral Bond Scheme, 2018.

❖ What are the electoral bonds?
• The Government of India notified the Electoral Bond Scheme in January 2018 which introduced the
electoral bond as an instrument through which anyone can donate money to political parties.
• Electoral bonds are money instruments like promissory notes that can be bought by companies and
individuals in India from the State Bank of India (SBI) and donated to a political party, which can then
encash these bonds. The electoral bond does not bear the name of the donor and is, in effect, anonymous.
• Donations through bonds - Under the scheme, bonds are available for purchase at any SBI branch in
multiples of ₹1,000, ₹10,000, ₹1 lakh, ₹10 lakh and ₹1 crore and can be bought through a KYC-compliant
account. There is no limit on the number of electoral bonds that a person or company can purchase.
• Eligibility –
• As per provisions of the Scheme, Electoral Bonds may be purchased by a person who is a citizen of India
or incorporated or established in India. A person being an individual can buy Electoral Bonds, either
singly or jointly with other individuals.
• Registered political parties that have secured not less than 1 percent of the votes polled in the last Lok
Sabha or legislative assembly election are eligible to receive funding through electoral bonds.
• Validity - The Electoral Bond is valid for fifteen days from the date of issue and no payment shall be made
to any payee political party if the Electoral Bond is deposited after expiry of the validity period.
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❖ Benefits envisaged
• It was introduced to cleanse the system of political funding in the country by eradicating the menace of
unaccounted money coming into the country’s economy through political funding.
• Transparency - A transparent method of funding political parties is vital to the system of free and fair
elections. Political parties receive most of their funds through anonymous donations which are shown in
cash. The electoral bonds scheme seeks to bring about transparency in electoral funding in India.
• Anonymity - Electoral bonds protect the identity of the donor. As these instruments are issued in bearer
form, the identity of the donor is anonymous and known only to the bank.
• Accountability - As encashment of all the donations are through banking channels, every political party
shall be obliged to explain how the entire sum of money received has been expended. Hence, alleged
practices such as note for vote and other illicit spending shall be downsized significantly.
• Prevention of black money - Electoral bonds would keep a tab on the use of black money for funding
elections. In the absence of electoral bonds, donors would have no option but to donate by cash after
siphoning off money from their businesses.

❖ Concerns related to electoral bonds
• The scheme has generated much debate since its announcement in 2017, inviting concerns from the
Election Commission, Reserve Bank of India, Parliament and civil society.
• Unfair advantage to ruling party - The anonymity of electoral bonds is only for the broader public and
opposition parties. The fact that such bonds are sold via a government-owned bank (SBI) leaves the door
open for the government to know exactly who is funding its opponents.
• Fear of victimization - This allows the possibility for the government of the day to either extort money,
especially from the big companies, or victimise them for not funding the ruling party.
• Crony Capitalism - One of the objectives of electoral bonds was to allow common people to easily fund
political parties of their choice but more than 90% of the bonds have been of the highest denomination
(Rs 1 crore). This suggests that the scheme is primarily used by corporations rather than individuals.
• Transferability - The issuance of the bonds in the physical form or as bearer instruments would actually
not serve the purpose of transparency as they are transferable, meaning that who finally contributes to
the party may not be known.
• Concerns about electoral corruption - The amendment to the Companies Act could lead to the infusion
of black money through shell companies and make political parties vulnerable to influence by foreign
companies.
• Anonymity of donations - The amendment to the Representation of the People Act, 1951 exempts
political parties from reporting donations by electoral bonds in their contribution reports to the EC. The
EC has no means of ascertaining if the donations are received from domestic or foreign companies.
• Amendment to the FCRA Act – Amendment allows foreign companies with subsidiaries in India to fund
Indian political parties. It would expose “Indian politics and democracy to international lobbyists” having
their own agendas.

❖ Way Forward
• The success of electoral bond scheme lies in its implementation and the integrity in which the system
functions.
• The government may reconsider and modify certain provisions of the Electoral Bonds Scheme to ensure
full disclosure and transparency.
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• To fulfil the objective of transparency effectively, all the political parties should submit details of
donations received through electoral bonds to the Election Commission of India.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Restrictions that were done away with after the introduction of the electoral bond scheme • Earlier, no foreign company could donate to any political party under the Companies Act.
• A firm could donate a maximum of 7.5 percent of its average three-year net profit as political
donations according to Section 182 of the Companies Act.
• As per the same section of the Act, companies had to disclose details of their political donations in
their annual statement of accounts.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Consider the following statements about electoral bonds in India:
1. An electoral bond, like a promissory note, is a bearer instrument payable to the bearer on
demand.
2. Bonds can be purchased in denominations which are multiples of Rs 100 and upto Rs 1
crore.
3. There is no upper limit on the donation amount through electoral bonds.
4. Bonds can be bought by companies and individuals in India from the authorized branches
of any bank.
Which of the above statements is/are not correct:
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 and 4 only
c) 1 and 2 only
d) 3 and 4 only

Answer: b)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. India’s electoral bonds have only legitimized opacity rather than cleansing the system of political
funding in the country. Critically examine.
[10 marks, 150 words]
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TOPIC: Draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022
Issue in brief – The Ministry of Communications released a draft of the Indian Telecommunication Bill,
2022 last week for public comments.
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/draft-bill-moves-to-regulate-internet-based-ott-telecomservices-8165282/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising
out of their design and implementation

❖ Why in news?
• The Department of Telecommunications
has
proposed
regulation
of
communication services including voice,
video and data offered by over-the-top
(OTT) platforms such as Whatsapp as
telecom services.
• Through the draft Bill, the government
seeks to replace the existing legal
framework governing the sector in India.
• The draft Bill has generated a significant
amount of discussion on various changes
that it proposes to make to the current
telecom regulatory framework.

❖ Salient features of draft Bill
• The draft Bill consolidates three separate acts which currently govern the telecommunication sector The Indian Telegraph Act 1885, Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act 1933, and The Telegraph Wires
(Unlawful Protection) Act, 1950. The Bill seeks to repeal these legislations and “restructure the legal and
regulatory framework” for the telecommunications sector.
• Regulation of OTT services - Bill expands the definition of “telecommunication services” to include OTT
communication services. As a consequence of this, OTT telecommunication services may be subject to
the same licensing conditions as Telecom Service Providers (TSPs).
• Dilution of TRAI’s powers - The draft considerably dilutes Telecom Regulatory Authority of India’s
(TRAI) position in a number of ways reducing it from a regulatory to a recommendatory body.
• The government would no longer be required to seek recommendations from the TRAI before issuing
licences.
• It also removes the power of the TRAI to requisition from the government information or documents
that are necessary to make such recommendations.
• The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) will no longer be required to refer back to TRAI the
recommendations for reconsideration - those recommendations that it does not agree with, as it was
required to do previously.
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• Obligation of service providers - The draft Bill obligates licence holders to identify the users of its
service through a verifiable mode of identification.
• Spectrum allocation - It lays down that while the primary route for allocation of the spectrum is auction,
when spectrum is to be allocated for certain functions of the government such as defence or
transportation, the administrative process is to be followed.
• More information with consumers - The identity of the person communicating using any form of
telecommunication services shall be available to the user receiving such communication. This facility
would not only be available for voice calls but also for users of OTT communication services.
• Penal provisions - To ensure that a user provides correct details, the draft Bill penalises providing
wrong identification details with a ₹50,000 fine and suspending the operation of the specific mobile
number or barring the person from using the telecom service for a certain duration.
• Regulation of commercial promotions - It provides that commercial communications which are
advertising and promotional in nature should be made only with the prior consent of a subscriber.
• Insolvency proceedings - In the case of insolvency, the spectrum assigned to an entity shall revert to
government control, and the Central Government may take such further action, as may be prescribed,
which may include allowing such licensee or assignee to continue to use the spectrum.
• Telecommunication Development Fund - It proposes to replace the Universal Service Obligation Fund
(USOF) with the Telecommunication Development Fund.

❖ Significance of the Draft Bill
• Prevention of frauds - The Bill would help in curtailing the ever-increasing incidence of spam calls and
frauds. Unlike now where only the phone number of the person making the communication is displayed,
going forward the name of the person would also be displayed.
• Protection of consumer rights - To prevent spam communications and sharing of contact details
without any safeguards, the draft Bill takes it out from the purview of TRAI and gives government the
power to take stringent measures against violators.
• Facilitating TSPs - It allows the Telecom Service Providers (TSP) to exploit its spectrum resource fully
by enabling sharing, trading, leasing, surrendering or returning unutilised spectrum. The Bill also
simplifies the process for restructuring, merging or demerging.
• Relief to service providers under stress - The draft Bill accords the Centre powers to defer, convert
into equity, write off or grant relief to any licensee under extraordinary circumstances, including financial
stress, consumer interest and maintaining competition, among other things.
• Better utilization of funds - The draft allows the funds under the Universal Service Obligation Fund to
be utilised for other purposes such as urban areas connectivity, research etc, expanding its current
mandate from the limited aspect of enhancing rural connectivity.

❖ Associated issues
• Dilution of TRAI’s power - The removal of TRAI’s powers would not be keeping with international
practice where telecom regulators are endowed with a greater degree of independence to ensure that
investor confidence and consumer protection is maintained in the market.
• Internet shutdowns - Civil society has raised concerns that the proposed provision gives the
government power to order internet shutdowns while failing to incorporate safeguards such as judicial
oversight that have been recommended by the Standing Committee on Information Technology.
• Concerns related to OTT regulation - Inclusion of OTT platforms in the expanded definition of
telecommunication services may harm the digital economy and user privacy in India.

www.dashovidya.in, Email: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com, Telegram: DashoVidyaIAS, Contact: 8595852855

2

21

DashoVidya IAS–Syllabus Affairs
Governance (September, 2022)
• Privacy concerns - Information transmitted and received over telecommunication services could be
intercepted by an authorised official of the government. This would affect the fundamental right to
privacy provided under Article-21 of the Constitution.

❖ Conclusion
• The draft Indian Telecommunication Bill is an attempt by the government to update the extant regulatory
framework in keeping with the advancements and challenges in the sector.
• While the Bill remains to be a positive step in simplifying and comprehensively reflecting a transforming
telecommunications sector, certain finer aspects of the Bill may have to be refined further, without which
its adaptability to future-tech may become marginally more challenging.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Over-the-top (OTT) services - Over-the-top (OTT) communication services refer to services that
provide real time person-to-person telecommunication services. Some popular examples of these
include messaging platforms like Whatsapp, Telegram, Signal, Messenger, Duo, Google Meet etc.
• These platforms use the network infrastructure of telecom service providers like Airtel, Vodafone
and Jio and provide features that compete with telecommunication services such as voice calls and
SMS services.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. With reference to the Universal Service Obligation Fund (USOF), which of the following
statements is incorrect?
a) The Indian Telegraph (Amendment) Act, 2003 accords the statutory status to the USOF.
b) This fund is deposited in the Consolidated Fund of India and is dispatched on the approval
of the Indian Parliament.
c) Resources for the fund are contributed by the government through Union Budget.
d) BharatNet project which aims to provide broadband connectivity to all the gram
panchayats of the country, is being funded through USOF.
Answer: c)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Highlight the major challenges faced by the Indian Telecom sector. How far these challenges
have been addressed by the ‘Draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022’? Also discuss the major
changes the draft Bill intends to make to the current telecom regulatory framework.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: India-UAE Relations
Issue in brief – External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar recently visited United Arab Emirates to review
the comprehensive strategic partnership between the two countries.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/external-affairs-minister-jaishankar-thanks-uae-presidentfor-taking-bilateral-ties-to-greater-heights/article65842720.ece
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting
India’s interests

❖ Why in news?
• Mr. Jaishankar co-chaired the 14th
India-UAE Joint Commission Meeting
(JCM) along with his UAE counterpart
Sheikh Abdulla bin Zayed Al Nahyan in
Abu Dhabi.
• 3rd session of the UAE-India Strategic
Dialogue was also conducted during his
visit to UAE.
• India and UAE signed an MoU to establish
a cultural forum Emirati India Cultural
Council to deepen the partnership and
reinforce age-old people to people ties.

❖ India-UAE Relations
• The historical people-to-people contacts between India and the UAE laid the strong foundation for special
and friendly relations. The UAE has been an important partner of India for over five decades and
continues to be an integral strategic partner.
• People to people relations - The 3.5-million Indians residing in the UAE have been the pillar of bilateral
relations. The Indian expatriate community is the largest ethnic community in the UAE constituting
roughly about 35 per cent of the country's population.
• Economic relations - India-UAE bilateral trade saw a growth of 68.3 percent in 2021-22 with a total
trade volume of US$ 72.87 billion. UAE is India’s third largest trade partner.
• In February, 2022 India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) was signed.
This agreement has given market access to 97% of tariff lines accounting for 99% of Indian exports.
• Defence cooperation - India and UAE signed a comprehensive strategic partnership in 2017, and
hold annual defence dialogues.
• Space cooperation - ISRO played a critical role in the recent launching of the UAE’s Hope probe
spacecraft. Demonstrating a humble beginning to space cooperation, the UAE’s Nayif-1 nanosatellite was
among the 104 satellites launched by India in a single flight in February 2017.
• On the multilateral front, India and the UAE have been working closely in the UN Security Council
during current turbulent geopolitical times.
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• Presently, India-UAE cooperation is no longer concentrated to the traditional commercial and energy
(largely oil) trade, but is rapidly expanding to areas such as military and security issues,
counterterrorism, cybersecurity, joint investment, infrastructure projects, and science and technology.

❖ Significance of UAE for India
• The Gulf region has always been significant to India. Centuries old interactions between the two and its
pivotal role in the Muslim world makes this region also politically and diplomatically important to India.
• Strategic significance – UAE is strategically important to India due to its geo-strategic location, adequate
availability of energy resources, a home for a considerable number of Indians and also a big source of
remittance along with the emerging prospects in the field of social sector such as education and health.
• Economic significance - UAE FDI in India has continuously increased over the past few years and
currently stands at over $12 billion. The UAE is the third-largest export destination of India (after the US
and China) with an amount of nearly $16 billion for the year 2020-21.
• Energy security - India has been heavily dependent on energy supplied from the region and import of
energy play a crucial role in the socio-economic development of India.
• Security and stability - Due to expanding India’s canvas of engagement from simple trade-economicenergy relations to strategic relations in the spheres of space technology, defence, counter-terrorism and
cyber-security, India’s stake in the security and stability of the region has risen.
• Global cooperation - India and the UAE are working on a joint initiative to establish health projects in
Kenya and Tanzania. I2U2 forum comprising India, Israel, the UAE and the US was recently announced
with a shared vision for contributions to energy and food security and economic growth on a global scale.
• Increasing India’s influence – A good relation with UAE has the potential to play a defining role in
India’s overarching strategic objectives of expanding its power beyond its immediate neighbourhood.

❖ Issues in bilateral relations
• The China Factor - In the potentially rich domain for cooperation between India and UAE, what could
emerge as a competing factor are the technological inroads being made by China in the wider Middle East.
• Arab-Iran Conflict - The differences between Iran and the Arab world hinder India’s engagement in the
Middle-east region. Balancing the relationship sometimes results in reluctance of some strategic
agreements.
• Trade issues - Non-Tariff Barriers imposed by UAE hamper India’s exports to UAE. Indian companies
based in the UAE face challenges due to unclear commercial regulations, labour laws and a lack of
transparency by Emirati businesses.
• Diaspora issue - A large number of Indian labourers or migrants working in the UAE are subjected to
terrible working conditions and are denied the protections afforded to other workers.
• Recent developments - Comments on Prophet Mohammed by members of ruling party created
turbulence in the positive atmosphere between two countries.

❖ Conclusion
• With the void created by the gradual downsizing of the role of the US in the region, India is being seen as
a credible player with a role in the promotion of regional peace and security in the region.
• Bilateral relationship between India and UAE has been mutually advantageous to both. Hence it is the
need of the time that this mutually beneficial relationship is required to be made more diversified and
productive than it was in the past.
• At a time when the Indian economy seems to be going through a stellar rise, it is useful for India to develop
a policy of engagement with the countries of West Asia, more particularly the Gulf countries.
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Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• I2U2 Initiative – I2U2 stands for ‘India-Israel-UAE-USA’, is a diplomatic grouping between the US,
Israel, the UAE and India.
• I2U2 was initially formed in October, 2021 following the Abraham Accords between Israel and the
UAE, to deal with issues concerning maritime security, infrastructure and transport in the region.
• The grouping's main objectives will be to increase commerce, collaboration in the energy sector,
coordination of key common interests, and climate change mitigation in Asia and the Middle East.
• I2U2 is aimed to encourage joint investments in six mutually identified areas such as Water, Energy,
Transportation, Space, Health and Food security.
• It intends to mobilize private sector capital and expertise to help modernize the infrastructure, and
low carbon development pathways for our industries, improve public health and promote the
development of critical emerging and green technologies.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Exercise Desert Eagle is a bilateral exercise between the air forces of India and which of the
following countries –
a) Saudi Arabia
b) United Arab Emirates
c) Bahrain
d) Oman
Answer: b)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. India’s relations with United Arab Emirates have seen a pragmatic shift from the traditional
commercial relations to the strategic one in the present geopolitical scenario. Explain.
[10 marks, 150 words]
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TOPIC: China-Taiwan Issue
Issue in brief – Taiwan has been gaining global support after China increased its military activities
around the Island nation.
https://www.business-standard.com/article/international/taiwan-gains-global-support-amid-chineseaggression-post-pelosi-s-visit-122091000211_1.html
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings involving India and/or affecting India’s interests

❖ Why in news?
• ASEAN countries have expressed concern
over the simmering tensions in the
Taiwan Strait. During a meeting of 27
nations, of which China was a part, the
ASEAN countries warned that the conflict
could lead to unpredictable consequences
and appealed to Beijing for maximum
restraint.
• Many countries, including eastern Europe,
are looking to limit their ties with China.
Estonia and Latvia left the China-led
cooperation forum in the wake of military
threats by China to Taiwan.

❖ What is the issue?
• China sees Taiwan as a breakaway province that will eventually be under Beijing's control again.
However, the self-ruled island sees itself as distinct from the mainland, with its own constitution and
democratically-elected leaders.
• Background
▪ Taiwan first came under full Chinese control in the 17th Century when the Qing dynasty began
administering it.
▪ Then, in 1895, China gave up the island to Japan after losing the first Sino Japanese war.
▪ China took the island again in 1945 after Japan lost World War II.
▪ But a civil war erupted in mainland China between nationalist government forces led by Chiang Kaishek and Mao Zedong's Communist Party.
▪ The communists won in 1949 and took control in Beijing.
▪ Chiang Kai-shek and what was left of the nationalist party - known as the Kuomintang - fled to Taiwan,
where they ruled for the next several decades.
• China points to this history to say that Taiwan was originally a Chinese province. But the Taiwanese point
to the same history to argue that they were never part of the modern Chinese state that was first formed
after the revolution in 1911 - or the People's Republic of China that was established under Mao in 1949.
• Currently, only 13 countries recognise Taiwan as a sovereign country. China exerts diplomatic pressure
on other countries not to recognise Taiwan, or to do anything which implies recognition.
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❖ Impact on India
• Impact on trade - The Taiwan Strait, 130 km
wide at its narrowest point between China and
Taipei, is important to trading flows. India has
comprehensive
economic
partnership
agreements with Japan and South Korea. Millions
of barrels of oil and oil products every day
traverse through this Strait.
• Semiconductor industry - Much of the world's
everyday electronic equipment - from phones to
laptops, watches and games consoles - is
powered by computer chips made in Taiwan. A
Chinese takeover in Taiwan could give Beijing
some control over one of the world's most important industries.
• Economic impact - Disruption in the India-Taiwan trade and a global recession will further add to
domestic inflation and slowdown economic growth.
• Freedom of navigation - It could be impacted if China claims that these are not international waters and
weaponises access as it is already doing in the South China Sea by building islands and militarising them.
• Impact on peace and security – The conflict has led to militarization of the region. China has started its
military operations against Taiwan while the U.S stationed four warships close to the East of Taiwan. The
intensification of the situation may invite more players to the conflict and fuel more militarization.
• Geopolitically, Taiwan is critical for China’s great power ambition. No country can become a global
superpower without establishing regional hegemony. And if it loses Taiwan, China’s attempts to establish
regional hegemony would be complicated further.

❖ India’s stand on the issue
• India has for the first time referred to what it called “the militarisation of the Taiwan Strait”, marking
a rare instance of New Delhi appearing to comment on China’s actions towards Taiwan.
• In its first official response to tensions triggered by China’s military drills, India did not specifically
mention the “one China” policy, but instead called to exercise restraint, avoid unilateral action to change
the status quo, de-escalate tensions and maintain efforts to preserve peace and stability in the region.
• Almost all countries that criticised China’s military drills in the Taiwan Strait have also acknowledged the
“one-China” policy regarding their relations with Beijing. India is among the very few countries that have
not made a reference to the policy in their response to the tensions in the Taiwan Strait.
• “One-China” principle – It hasn’t found mention even in India-China joint statements since at least 2005.
The last time the Chinese side made a push for the principle to be included in a joint statement was during
the Chinese president’s visit to India in 2014.
• India-Taiwan relations - Though there are no diplomatic relations between India and Taiwan, both
sides have maintained representative offices in each other’s capitals since the mid-1990s to look after
economic, trade, investment, cultural and science and technology issues.

❖ Conclusion
• China is fast losing its friends and is making more adversaries in the crucial Indo-Pacific region. Any
strategic miscalculation would prove counterproductive to China’s standing in the region.
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• India has consistently supported freedom of navigation in the South China Sea. It should do the same for
the Taiwan Strait as well, which threatens to become the flashpoint for colliding big power ambitions.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• ‘One China’ principle - The principle affirms Chinese sovereignty over Taiwan and is the cornerstone
of bilateral diplomatic relations of any country with the China. Any country that wants to establish
political and diplomatic relations with China must agree to adhere to this principle and not recognise
Taiwan as an independent country.
• Currently, only 13 countries recognize Taiwan as a sovereign country.
• In practice, the ‘One China’ principle is a stabilisation mechanism that preserves the status quo over
Taiwan’s political status while allowing it to function as an independent economic, civic and
administrative entity.
• Since 1979, Taiwan has had to negotiate its ‘international living space’ but it has largely honoured
the ‘One China’ principle.

Practice Questions
Prelims:

Q. Which of the following countries border the South China Sea?
1. Thailand
2. Malaysia
3. Japan
4. Singapore
5. South Korea
Select the correct alternative from the codes given below:
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 1, 2 and 4 only
d) All of the above
Answer: c)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. China-Taiwan conflict not only hampers regional peace and security but also affects global
economy and trade. Comment. Explain the cause of the issue and India’s stand on the issue.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: India-Japan Relations
Issue in brief – The second India-Japan 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue was recently held in Tokyo on
September 8.
https://indianexpress.com/article/opinion/columns/tokyo-delhi-indo-japan-ministerial-dialogue-pointsto-deepening-of-strategic-and-defence-partnership-8145230/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings involving India and/or affecting India’s interests

❖ Why in news?
• Defence Minister Rajnath Singh and
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar
attended India’s 2+2 Dialogue with
Japan. This was the first 2+2
ministerial meeting after the
inaugural dialogue was set up in
2019.
• The sixth edition of the Japan India
Maritime Exercise 2022, JIMEX 22
hosted by the Indian Navy, recently
concluded in the Bay of Bengal.
• This year is significant for both India
and Japan, as the two sides are
celebrating 70 years of establishment of their diplomatic relations.

❖ Outcomes of the dialogue
• The 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue provided the two sides an opportunity to share views on important issues,
regional and global, and concurred on the need for peaceful resolution of disputes in consonance with
international law without resorting to use of force or any attempt to unilaterally change the status quo.
• India flagged the COVID-19 pandemic and the “ongoing conflicts” as “serious developments” and “new
challenges” and underscored the need to address them.
• Defence cooperation - Deepening defense exchanges, augmenting maritime cooperation including
Maritime Domain Awareness, and boosting defense equipment and technological cooperation were areas
covered in the meeting of Defense Ministers. They agreed to hold the first Air Force fighter exercise.
• Joint Service Staff talks - A key outcome of this round of talks was the agreement to launch the Joint
Service Staff talks between the Japan Joint Staff and the Indian Integrated Defence Staff.

❖ India-Japan bilateral relations
• India-Japan partnership is a partnership of immense importance. It is rooted in our shared values of
democracy, freedom and respect for rule of law. The year 2022 marks the 70 years of establishment of
diplomatic relations between India and Japan.
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• Historical background - Exchange between Japan and India is said to have begun in the 6th century
when Buddhism was introduced to Japan. Japan and India signed a peace treaty and established
diplomatic relations on 28th April, 1952.
• Cultural relations - Indian culture, filtered through Buddhism, has had a great impact on Japanese
culture. Cultural Agreement between India and Japan came into force in 1957.
• Political relations - The beginning of the 21st century witnessed a dramatic transformation in bilateral
ties. In 2000, the Japan-India Global Partnership in the 21st century was launched. In 2014, the two sides
upgraded the relationship to a ‘Special Strategic and Global Partnership’.
• Economic relations - Japan-India Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement was signed in 2011.
Bilateral trade between India and Japan totalled US$ 20.57 billion during FY 2021-22.
• Defence relations - There are also various frameworks of security and defense dialogue between Japan
and India including the 2+2 Dialogue, annual Defense Ministerial Dialogue. Recently, Japan participated
for the first time in the multilateral exercise MILAN and operationalised the ‘Reciprocal Provision’ of
‘Supply and Services Agreement’ in March this year.
• Technical cooperation – This includes cooperation in areas such as cyber security, 5G deployment and
critical and strategic minerals.
• Space cooperation - Japan-India Space Dialogue in 2019 was the first ever space dialogue between both
the countries. Space agencies ISRO and JAXA jointly cooperate on global navigation satellite system, space
situational awareness, space security, Surveillance and Maritime Domain Awareness of the ocean waters.

❖ Relevance of the relationship
• Strategic significance - India and Japan are pursuing a “Special Strategic and Global Partnership” which
is very important for promoting a rules-based order, ensuring respect for international law and norms
and safeguarding the global commons.
• Economic significance - Japan's interest in India is increasing due to India's large and growing market
and its resources, especially the human resources. Japan was the 4th largest investor for India in FY2020.
Japan’s technological and economic prowess could accelerate India’s development by transforming its
infrastructure and manufacturing sectors.
• Regional peace and security - This is an important relationship for peace and prosperity in the IndoPacific region, as China flexes its military muscle in the region and the nature of threats is rapidly
changing in the Indo-Pacific.
• Development assistance to India - India has been the largest recipient of Japanese ODA Loan for the
past decades. Delhi Metro is one of the most successful examples of Japanese cooperation through the
utilization of ODA. Besides, Japan and India had committed to build High-Speed Railway in India.
• Countering China – Bilateral relations between the two countries are important to develop robust
capacities to tackle the emerging security threats from China.
• Global cooperation – India-Japan relations are significant for a stable and sustainable global system in
the backdrop of rising terrorism and changing global order. Both countries have together launched
various initiatives like - Asia-Africa Growth Corridor, Supply Chain Resilience Initiative etc.

❖ Conclusion
• The strategic aspects of the India-Japan relationship have gained new meaning in recent years, reflected
in the recent bilateral and plurilateral engagements of the two countries such as the Quad.
• The 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue demonstrated the commitment towards deepening bilateral security and
defense cooperation and also signified the strength of the India-Japan special strategic and global
partnership.
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Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• 2+2 ministerial dialogue - The 2+2 dialogue is a diplomatic summit of the foreign and defence
ministers of India and its allies on strategic and security issues.
• It enables the partners to better understand and appreciate each other’s strategic concerns and
sensitivities taking into account political factors on both sides, in order to build a stronger, more
integrated strategic relationship in a rapidly changing global environment.
• India has 2+2 dialogues with four key strategic partners: the US, Australia, Japan and Russia.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. With which of the following countries India holds summit under the mechanism of the ‘2+2
Ministerial Dialogue’?
1. United States
2. France
3. Russia
4. Japan
Select the correct alternative from the codes given below:
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 1, 3 and 4 only
c) 1, 2 and 4 only
d) All of the above
Answer: b)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Strong bilateral ties between India and Japan are crucial in a rapidly changing global order.
Comment.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Eastern Economic Forum
Issue in brief – Recently, Russia hosted the seventh Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) in Vladivostok from
September 5 to 8.
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-strengthen-partnership-russia-arctic-subjects-pm-modi8136479/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings involving India and/or affecting India’s interests

❖ What is the Eastern Economic Forum?
• The Eastern Economic Forum (EEF) was
established in 2015 to encourage
foreign investments in the Russia’s Far
East. The EEF displays the economic
potential, suitable business conditions
and investment opportunities in the
region.
• It is a key international platform for
establishing and strengthening ties
within the Russian and global investment
communities, and for comprehensive
expert evaluation of the economic
potential of the Russian Far East.
• The agreements focus on infrastructure, transportation projects, mineral excavations, construction,
industry and agriculture.
• Key partners - China, South Korea, Japan and India are the key partners in Far East. China is the
biggest investor in the region and China’s investments in the region account for 90% of the total
investments.

❖ Outcomes of the EEF-2022
• Over the four days of the Forum, experts, politicians and businessmen discussed the ramifications of the
shift in the centre of economic development and forces towards the Asia-Pacific region.
• Focus areas - The discussions mainly focused on six pillars, including the economy, banking, the
logistics market, international relations, and the development of education, healthcare, and patriotic
education.
• Investment agreements - In total, 296 agreements were signed for a grand total of RUB 3.272 trillion,
including agreements on infrastructure and transport projects, the development of large mineral
deposits, as well as construction, industry and agriculture.
• India was keen to boost cooperation with Russia, particularly in the areas of energy and coking coal.
India also showed interest to strengthen its partnership with Russia on Arctic subjects.
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❖ Significance of the forum
• The Eastern Economic Forum has emerged as
an effective platform for discussing strategies
for developing political, economic and
cultural ties between Russia and Asia-Pacific
region.
• Development of Far East – The forum
attracts the Asian economies in investing and
developing the far east. Partner countries
have invested in shipbuilding projects,
manufacturing of electrical equipment, gasliquefying plants, agricultural production and
fisheries.
• Strategic significance - Russia’s Far East is
geographically placed at a strategic location, acting as a gateway into Asia. The forum seeks to
strategically develop the region with the aim of connecting Russia to the Asian trading routes.
• Significance for India - India seeks to expand its influence in the Russia’s Far East. It provides the
opportunity for India to expand trade, connectivity and investments in Russia and to deepen its
cooperation in energy, pharmaceuticals, maritime connectivity, healthcare, tourism, the diamond
industry and the Arctic.
• Energy security - An area of special interest for India is the exploration of hydrocarbon reserves along
the coast of Russia’s Far East.

❖ India’s balancing act between EEF and IPEF
• The U.S.-led Indo-Pacific Economic Framework for Prosperity (IPEF) and the Eastern Economic
Forum (EEF) are incomparable based on its geographic coverage and the partnership with the hostcountries. India has vested interests in both the forums and has worked towards balancing its
involvement.
• India underscores the benefits of being involved in the development in the Russia’s Far East but it also
perceives the IPEF as a vital platform to strengthen its presence in the Indo-Pacific region.
• IPEF – India has given its confirmation and acceptance to three of the four pillars in the IPEF. The IPEF
presents an ideal opportunity for India to act in the region, without being part of the China-led Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership or other regional grouping like the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership.
• IPEF will help in disengaging from supply chains that are dependent on China. Additionally, the IPEF
partners will act as new sources of raw material and other essential products, further reducing India’s
reliance on China for raw materials.
• EEF – Although coming together of countries like Myanmar, Armenia, Russia and China seems like the
forming of an anti-sanctions group in the international order, India has not shied away from investing in
the Russia-initiated EEF despite the current international conditions like Russia-Ukraine war and the
sanctions imposed on Russia by the West.
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❖ Conclusion
• As a result of “Act Far-East” policy, India’s cooperation with the Russian Far East has increased in various
fields. This policy has now become a key pillar of the ‘Special and Privileged Strategic Partnership’
between India and Russia.
• Since India is interested in expanding the level of trade between the two countries, Eastern Economic
Forum can be described as a “historic opportunity” for India to give new impetus to the cooperation
between India and Russia.
Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Russia’s Far East - The Russian Far East is the easternmost part of Russia and the Asian continent;
and is administered as part of the Far Eastern Federal District.
• Far East region encompasses one-third of Russia’s territory and is rich with natural resources such
as fish, oil, natural gas, wood, diamonds and other minerals.
• It is located between Lake Baikal in eastern Siberia and the Pacific Ocean.
• The region shares land borders with the countries of Mongolia, China and North Korea to its south,
as well as maritime boundaries with Japan to its southeast, and with the United States along the
Bering Strait to its northeast.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Which of the following countries are the partner countries of the Eastern Economic Forum–
1. Russia
2. United States
3. Japan
4. India
5. South Korea
Select the correct alternative from the codes given below:
a) 1, 4 and 5 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 2, 3, 4 and 5 only
d) 1, 3, 4 and 5 only
Answer: d)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Describe the significance of Russia’s Far East region. How does India’s engagement with the East
affect its relation with the West? Explain.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Shanghai Cooperation Organisation
Issue in brief – 22nd Meeting of the Council of Heads of State of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization
(SCO) was recently held in Samarkand, Uzbekistan.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/worldview-with-suhasini-haidar-samarkand-sco-canindia-straddle-west-and-east/article65903505.ece
Where in Syllabus:
GS 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings involving India and/or affecting India’s interests

❖ Why in news?
• This is the first time since 2019 that the
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO)
is meeting in person. The last in-person
SCO Heads of State Summit was held in
Bishkek in June, 2019.
• The summit of the eight-nation influential
grouping is taking place amid the growing
geo-political turmoil largely triggered by
the Russian invasion of Ukraine and
China's aggressive military posturing in
the Taiwan Strait.
• Uzbekistan handed over the rotating
presidency of the eight-member SCO to
India. The next summit will be held in New Delhi in 2023.

❖ Outcomes of the Summit
• Samarkand Declaration - The Samarkand declaration adopted by the council of heads of government of
the SCO pointed out the series of challenges and headwinds to be faced by humanity in the 21st century.
• Agreement on Action plan for 2023-27 on Treaty on Long-Term Good Neighbourliness, Friendship and
Cooperation was adopted among the member countries.
• SCO Tourism and Cultural capital - The leaders of the SCO officially endorsed the holy city of Varanasi
as the first ever tourist and cultural capital of the grouping for the year 2022-23.
• The SCO has also decided to create a special working group on the start-up and innovation system.
• On terrorism, the SCO agreed to work towards developing a unified list of terrorist, separatist and
extremist organisations whose activities are prohibited on the territories of the SCO member states.
• Dialogue Partner status was provided for Saudi Arabia, Qatar and Egypt.
• PM Narendra Modi announced that India will take an initiative for a new SCO working group on
traditional medicines.
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❖ Relevance of SCO for India
• SCO provides the opportunity for
India to increase its share in
regional trade, counterbalance
cross-border terrorism laced with
religious extremism, safeguarding
its interests in Afghanistan,
improve connectivity through Iran
and Central Asia, and manage
relations with China.
• Cooperation with Central Asia –
By placing itself on the High Table
of SCO, India is able to better
engage with the five Central Asian
states. The forum gives a platform
to India to promote trade,
investment and other exchanges between India and central Asian countries
• Natural resources - Soviet Union territories are endowed with as many as 17 rich rare earth elements
and rare metals. Central Asia has ample deposits of other resources also, such as 38.6% of global
manganese ore reserves, 30.07% of chromium, 20% of lead, etc.
• Regional connectivity - SCO can also be a vocal platform for India to push the agenda of regional and
cross-regional connectivity. India can also use the SCO to push for the Chabahar port project and
International North-South Transport Corridor (INSTC).
• Security benefits - The SCO provides India with an opportunity to initiate multilateral and regional
initiatives on counter-terrorism and deal with the illicit drug trade.
• Peace and stability – Grouping can be helpful in encouraging peace, prosperity and stability of the whole
Eurasian region in general and SCO member countries in particular.
• Emerging areas of interests - SCO also has potential in various new sectors, wherein all the memberstates could find converging interests. India has already pushed hard for cooperation in Startups and
Innovation, Science and Technology and Traditional Medicine.

❖ Challenges
• Inbuilt rivalries in the SCO – One of the major challenges before SCO is the rivalry between different
member nations such as India and China, India and Pakistan, within Central Asian countries. It hinders
the effective functioning of the group.
• Influence of world powers – The Central Asian region has continued to be driven and controlled by
stronger powers like Britain and Soviet Russia (then USSR) first and later the US. In the last two decades,
China has turned towards Central Asia with much greater interest and to tap its natural resources.
• Security challenges – The region comprising of SCO members faces security challenges relating to
terrorism, extremism and separatism; drug and weapons trafficking, illegal immigration etc.
• Diverging interests – Despite being geographically close, the rich diversity in member’s history,
backgrounds, language, national interests, and form of government, wealth and culture render the SCO
decision making more challenging.
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❖ Conclusion
• The pandemic and the crisis in Ukraine caused many obstacles in global supply chains, due to which the
whole world is facing an unprecedented energy and food crisis. SCO must make efforts to develop reliable,
resilient and diversified supply chains in our region.
• PM's participation in this summit is a reflection of the importance that India attaches to the SCO and its
goals. India should leverage its time-tested bilateral relations with Russia, Iran and the Central Asian
Republics (CARs) to enhance its role within the forum.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) - SCO is a political, economic, and security alliance of 8
nations, historically led by Russia and China. The Shanghai Five, formed in 1996, became the Shanghai
Cooperation Organisation (SCO) in 2001 with the inclusion of Uzbekistan.
• The SCO has eight full members, including its six founding members, China, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
Russia, Tajikistan and Uzbekistan. India and Pakistan joined as full members in 2017.
• Headquarters of the SCO is located in Beijing.
• SCO member countries contribute about 30 percent of global GDP and accounts for the 40 percent
of the world's population.
• SCO observer states include Afghanistan, Belarus, Iran and Mongolia, while Dialogue partners
include Armenia, Azerbaijan, Cambodia, Nepal, Sri Lanka and Turkey.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Regional Anti-Terrorist Structure (RATS), sometime seen in news, is related to which of the
following organization/grouping?
a) BRICS
b) SAARC
c) BIMSTEC
d) Shanghai Cooperation Organisation

Answer: d)
Mains: (Level-Advance)
Q. Critically analyse India’s act of balancing between the US led groups such as QUAD and that of
the groups led by China and Russia such as SCO. How far India has been able to achieve its
foreign policy objectives by joining various multilateral groups?
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Universal Basic Income
Issue in brief – After the major waves of the Covid-19 pandemic, the debate on universal basic income
(UBI) has begun to resurface in policy circles across the globe.
https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/op-ed/making-out-a-case-for-the-other-ubi-inindia/article65806872.ece
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Indian Economy and issues related to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment

❖ Why in news?
• The Economic Advisory Council to
the Prime Minister (EAC-PM),
earlier this year, recommended a
universal basic income (UBI) and the
allocation of higher funds to the
social sector to reduce inequality in
the country.
• The Basic Income Earth Network
will hold a three-day congress in
Brisbane to talk about why we
should embrace an unconditional
universal basic income.

❖ What is the Universal Basic Income?
• Universal Basic Income (UBI) is a model for providing a sum of money to all citizens of a country or
other geographic area with a given sum of money, regardless of their income, employment status.
• The purpose of the UBI is to prevent or reduce poverty and increase equality among citizens.
• Economist Suresh Tendulkar had recommended a minimum of Rs. 7,620 per person/year to the poor
people of the country to avail the nutritional food or come out of the poverty line.
• Features of Universal Basic Income (UBI) 1. Universal Scheme: UBI is a universal scheme in nature. It means UBI is not targeted so all citizens of
the country will receive the payment of cash without any discrimination.
2. Periodic: Money will be distributed to the beneficiaries at a fixed interval i.e., monthly/yearly.
3. Cash Payment: The beneficiaries will get the cash directly into their account. So, they won't get
anything in kind of cash i.e., vouchers for goods or services.
4. Unconditional Scheme: It means one need not prove his or her unemployment status or socioeconomic identity to be eligible for UBI. So social or economic positions of the beneficiary/individual
are not taken into consideration.
5. Individual Beneficiary: In this scheme each citizen (or adult citizen) is considered as the beneficiary
rather than each household.
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❖ Arguments in favour of UBI
• Currently
the
government
provides
services
through
various social welfare schemes
but a universal basic income
would change this trend by
giving them cash so that people
can buy services/goods of their
choice.
• Reduction in poverty - UBI will
be a landmark scheme in
reducing
inequality
and
eliminating poverty in the
country.
• Income security - UBI will provide secured income to individuals. It will ensure security and dignity for
all individuals in the country.
• Economic benefits – Fixed grant will also contribute to economic growth. It will increase the purchasing
power of the poor section of the society so the aggregate demand in the economy will be high which will
further motivate to the producer for more production and more investment.
• Good governance - Through UBI it will be easy to implement welfare schemes because the government
needs not to identify the beneficiaries which is very tough task for State and Central Government.
• Optimum use of resources - This scheme will reduce the wastage of government money because its
implementation is very simple.

❖ Arguments against UBI
• Conspicuous Spending - There is no guarantee that the given cash will be spent on productive activities,
health & education, etc. It may be spent on tobacco, alcohol, drugs, and other luxury goods etc.
• Fiscal cost - Extending this to three-fourths of the population would cost the exchequer roughly 4.9
percent of the gross domestic product (GDP). This would increase the government spending significantly.
• Higher inflation - Free cash to the people may lead to higher consumption expenditure which will
increase the rate of inflation in the economy.
• Impact on economy - Workers can refuse to work (as it had been observed in the case of MGNREGA) as
a labourer or demand higher wages which can increase the cost of production of agricultural goods.
• Reduced availability of labour - There is a strong possibility that free cash to the poor can make them
lazy or it may reduce the incentive for work.
• Problems of reaching the beneficiaries - In India, the poorest live in mostly remote areas and lack
recourse to banking and internet connectivity services which makes the effective targeting difficult.

❖ Conclusion
• History has proven that freebies never changed the economic conditions of the people. So, giving a
minimum assured sum to people will not change much as we have seen this in the MGNREGA schemes.
Therefore, the government should focus to increase the skill of the people at free cost rather than free
cash.
• However, till the Indian economy grows to have adequate voluntary insurance, social security can be
boosted through the scheme of universal basic insurance.
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Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Social security schemes by government – Social security mainly encompasses food security, health
security and income security.
1. Food security - National Food Security Act (NFSA) is the world’s largest food security
programme. Under NFSA over 800 million beneficiaries are being provided heavily subsidised food
grain. About 120 million children are provided free lunch under the Mid-Day Meal Scheme.
2. Health security - Ayushman Bharat Scheme covers over 490 million beneficiaries of the
unorganised sector. In the organised sector, the Central government runs the Employees State
Insurance Corporation (ESIC) and Central Government Health Scheme (CGHS) catering to 130
million and four million beneficiaries, respectively.
3. Income security - For the organised sector, there are three types of provident fund schemes:
General Provident Fund (GPF), Employees’ Provident Fund (EPF) and Public Provident Fund (PPF).
In the unorganised sector, there are several schemes for income security such as Pradhan Mantri
Kisan Maan-Dhan Yojana, PM-KISAN, Atal Pension Yojana, Pradhan Mantri Shram Yogi Maandhan
Yojana, MGNREGA etc.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Consider the following statements:
1. According to a World Bank working paper,extreme poverty in India dropped to 10.2% in
the pre-Covid year of 2019 from as much as 22.5% in 2011.
2. India has extended the ‘Universal Basic Income’ scheme to 75% of the population.
Which of the above statement(s) are correct:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: a)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Universal basic income (UBI) can be crucial for providing social security to the population and
eliminating poverty in the country. Critically analyse.
[10 marks, 150 words]
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TOPIC: Economic Growth of India
Issue in brief – IMF’s World Economic Outlook (WEO) database shows that the Indian economy has
made rapid gains in terms of global GDP ranking in the past decade and half.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-overtakes-uk-to-become-fifth-largest-economy-inthe-world/article65844906.ece
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth,
development and employment

❖ Why in news?
• According to figures from the
International Monetary Fund (IMF),
India passed the United Kingdom (UK)
to become the fifth-largest economy in
the world in the last quarter of 2021.
• The share of India's GDP in global GDP is
now at 3.5 per cent, as against 2.6 per
cent in 2014, and is likely to cross 4 per
cent in 2027.
• India remains the world’s fastestgrowing economy, with GDP expanding
13.5 per cent in the April-June quarter.
• A report by the State Bank of India (SBI) suggests that the country will outstrip two other major
economies (Germany and Japan) to become the third-largest economy by 2029.

❖ Factors contributing to economic growth
• Rise in demand - The growth was fuelled by consumption and signalled a revival of domestic demand,
particularly in the services sector.
• Capital expenditure – The gross fixed capital formation was up 34.7 per cent in April-June, the highest
in 10 years.
• High production - The production growth of eight infrastructure sectors (coal, crude oil, natural gas,
refinery products, fertiliser, steel, cement and electricity) was 11.5 per cent in April-July this fiscal.
• Recovery from Covid-19 pandemic - Pent-up demand is driving consumption as consumers, after two
years of pandemic restrictions, are stepping out and spending.
• Policy reforms - India adopted a series of important reform measures. A pro-business policy framework,
removal of structural rigidities and continuation of reforms are some of the major initiatives taken over
the last few years to unleash India’s growth potential

❖ Challenges before Indian economy
• India’s headline GDP growth has been strong and even accelerating but weak social progress, rising
inequality and a lack of convergence across regions suggest that this growth has failed to translate into
the expected improvements in quality of life for many Indians.
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• Low per capita GDP – In terms of GDP per capita, India still lags behind most economies in the world. As
per World Bank data it had a GDP per capita of $2,277 in 2021, six times lower than China ($12,556).
• Job challenge - There are almost 10 million new labour force entrants coming every year into Indian
economy, but job opportunities have been declining. Unemployment in India stood at 8.1% in February
2022.
• Inflation - Besides tighter monetary conditions, Asia’s third-largest economy faces headwinds from
higher energy and commodity prices that are likely to weigh on consumer demand and companies’
investment plans. Consumer spending, which accounts for nearly 55 percent of economic activity, has
been hit hard by soaring food and fuel prices.
• Low manufacturing growth - Slowing growth of the manufacturing sector at 4.8 percent is an area of
worry. Manufacturing jobs have halved during 2016-20 and Indians are going back to agriculture which
is a regressive trend from the point of view of India wanting to become a more prosperous economy.
• High trade deficit - Imports being higher than exports is a matter of concern for India. High trade deficit
results into loss of valuable forex reserves of the country.
• Lack of human development - A significant population of the country still lives below poverty line. Lack
of access to education and health prevents India from reaching its full potential.
• Global slowdown - Right now, there is a considerable amount of volatility and uncertainty in the global
economy, especially in the USA, Europe and China. It is impossible for India to be isolated from this.
Rising interest costs and the looming threat of recession in major world economies could slow the
momentum in coming quarters.

❖ Opportunities for Indian economy
• A 7-7.5 percent real economic growth can make India an upper-middle income country by 2047 and if
the growth rate accelerates to 8-8.5 percent, it would make the country a higher income nation.
• Rise in GDP per capita - Broad-based growth of empowerment will also lift India's per capita income
from current levels and this could also as a force multiplier for a better tomorrow.
• Attractive investment destination - India seems to be the best-placed jurisdiction in terms of growth
and inflation outlook in FY23. This should help boost global investors’ confidence and attract investment
in the economy.
• Alternative to China - In coming days India is likely to be the beneficiary as China slows down in terms
of new investment intentions. Major global companies like Apple are shifting their production centers
from China which presents a significant opportunity for India to attract them.

❖ What more needs to be done
• If India’s development trajectory has to emerge faster, higher and stronger, both government policies and
the enterprises and markets functioning in the environment set by the former are of great significance.
• ‘The Competitiveness Roadmap for India@100’ report suggests essential areas of action, including
improving labour productivity and enhancing labour mobilisation, boosting the creation of competitive
job opportunities and improving policy implementation through greater coordination.
• With right policy perspective and realignment in global geopolitics our current estimates might even
undergo an upward revision.
• India needs a set of sector and location-specific growth initiatives to reframe some of its key industrial
and regional policies to pursue a coherent strategy for growth.
• The immediate priority should be identifying sectors that can provide entry-level opportunities for
those currently outside the active labour force, particularly low-skilled workers and women. Within these
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sectors, there needs to be a focus on policy actions that can enable growth to create new jobs and
upgrading to create better jobs.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Reports published by IMF 1.Global Financial Stability Report.
2.World Economic Outlook
• World Economic Outlook - World Economic Outlook is a survey by the IMF that is usually published
twice a year in the months of April and October. It analyzes and predicts global economic
developments during the near and medium term.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. World Economic Outlook is published by which of the following organization?
a) International Monetary Fund
b) World Bank
c) World Economic Forum
d) United Nations Conference on Trade and Development
Answer: a)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Recently India has surpassed UK to become fifth-largest economy in the world. Explaining the
roadblocks for Indian economy suggest measures to make India a higher income nation before
the end of this decade.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Human Development Index 2021–22
Issue in brief – The Human Development Index 2021-22 was recently released by the United Nations
Development Programme.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/india-ranks-132-out-of-191-in-undps-human-developmentindex/article65866108.ece
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Growth & development; Inclusive growth and issues arising from it

❖ What is HDI?
• The Human Development Index
(HDI) The Index is part of the Human
Development Report 2021-2022
released by the United Nations
Development Programme.
• HDI is a summary measure of
average achievement in key
dimensions of human development:
a long and healthy life, being
knowledgeable and have a decent
standard of living.
1. The health dimension is assessed
by life expectancy at birth.
2. The education dimension is
measured by mean of years of
schooling for adults aged 25 years and more and expected years of schooling for children of school
entering age.
3. The standard of living dimension is measured by gross national income per capita.
• The HDI is the geometric mean of normalized indices for each of the three dimensions.

❖ Key findings of the Index
• India ranks 132 out of 191 countries in the Human Development Index (HDI) 2021.
(2020 Report-131/189)
• India’s HDI value stood at 0.633 during 2021, which was lower than the world average of 0.732. In 2020,
too, India recorded a decline in its HDI value (0.642) in comparison to the pre-Covid level of 2019 (0.645).
• In 2021, India’s life expectancy at birth was recorded at 67.2 years; expected years of schooling at 11.9
years; mean years of schooling at 6.7 years; and gross national income per capita (2017 PPP) at $6,590.
• Switzerland is the most highly developed country in the world. Norway and Iceland came at second and
third place. The least developed country listed in the ranking is South Sudan, followed by Chad and Niger.
• Global trend - Ninety percent of countries have registered a reduction in their Human Development
Index value in 2020 or 2021, reversing much of the progress toward the Sustainable Development Goals.
• Gender inequality - The COVID-19 pandemic has also exacerbated gender inequality, which increased
6.7% globally. India has, however, shown a slight improvement in its Gender Inequality Index value.
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• Uncertainty complex - The uncertainty due to multiple global crises such as the war in Ukraine and the
COVID-19 pandemic, has fuelled support for polarisation in many parts of the world which is detrimental
for democratic freedom and human rights.

❖ Issues related to human development in India
• The slowdown in the growth of life expectancy, schooling, and income has become a major challenge in
India. The deceleration in growth of India’s HDI values has continued for more than a decade.
• Life expectancy - Improvements in life expectancy in India, which averaged at an annual rate of 0.7% in
the two decades since 1991, have remained stagnant in the post-2010 period. In fact, life expectancy has
even fallen by 1.1% and 4.1% in the first two years of the pandemic.
• Education - The average annual growth in the expected years of schooling in India have slumped to 0.5%
in last two decade. And though the growth in the mean years of schooling has marginally improved since
2010, it has now stagnated during the pandemic.
• Standard of living - India’s per capita gross national income accelerated from an annual average rate of
3.6% in the 1990s to 5.1% in the first decade of the millennium. It has decelerated to 4.3% since 2010,
which is one of the reasons for the current slump in domestic demand.
• Effect of Covid-19 – The growth in India’s HDI values have decelerated faster than the global values
during the pandemic. India’s HDI values fell almost 1.4% in 2021 as compared to 0.4% at global level.
• Inequality – In India, the share of income held by the richest 1% of the population is more than the
income held by the poorest 40%. India is quite unequal for its female citizens as can be seen from high
maternal mortality ratio and low political representation and low labour force participation of female.
• Multidimensional poverty - According to UNDP’s estimates, as of 2019, India had more than 381 million
who were suffering from multi-dimensional poverty.

❖ Steps taken by government
• Health and Wellbeing - Ayushman Bharat Scheme, National Health Mission, Mission Poshan 2.0,
Universal Coverage of Water Supply, Urban Swachh Bharat Mission 2.0, Clean Air programme etc.
• Infrastructure development - Key measures include Production Linked Incentive scheme (PLI), Mega
Investment Textiles Parks (MITRA), National Infrastructure Pipeline (NIP), creation of institutional
structures for Infrastructure Financing, National Monetization Pipeline etc.
• Inclusive Development - Ensuring MSP at minimum 1.5 times the cost of production across all
commodities, extension of SWAMITVA Scheme to all States/UTs, enhancing agricultural credit and
infrastructure funds and One Nation One Ration Card.
• Reinvigorating Human Capital - National Education Policy 2020, Eklavya model residential schools in
tribal areas, revamped Post Matric Scholarship Scheme for welfare of SCs, measures to enhance skilling
like realignment of existing National Apprenticeship Training Scheme (NATS) etc.
• Innovation and R&D – Increased outlay under National Research Foundation (NRF), Rs. 1,500 crore for
financial incentives to promote digital modes of payment, PSLV-CS51 launch, Gaganyaan mission
activities, launching of Deep Ocean Mission etc.

❖ Way Forward
• The deceleration in India’s HDI values corresponds with the slowdown in India’s growth rates. It is seen
that a critical level of human development is a prerequisite for ensuring sustainable economic growth.
• The government should formulate innovative policies to boost human development and kick-start a
virtuous cycle of accelerating growth and human development with both elements supporting each other.
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• There is need to focus on investment - from renewable energy to preparedness for pandemics, and
insurance including social protection.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Indices Covered in Human Development Report 1. Human Development Index (HDI)
2. Inequality-adjusted HDI
3. Gender Development Index
4. Gender Inequality Index
5. Multidimensional Poverty Index
6. Planetary pressures-adjusted Human Development Index.

Practice Questions
Prelims:

Q. Which of the following indices are covered under the UNDP’s Human Development Report –
1. Multidimensional Poverty Index
2. Inequality-adjusted Human Development Index
3. Planetary pressures-adjusted Human Development Index
4. Gender Inequality Index
Select the correct alternative from the codes given below:
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 1, 2 and 4 only
d) All of the above

Answer: d)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. A comprehensive human development is essential for ensuring inclusive growth and sustainable
development. Comment.
[10 marks, 150 words]
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TOPIC: National Logistics Policy 2022
Issue in brief – Prime Minister Narendra Modi recently announced the National Logistics Policy on
September 17.
https://www.thehindu.com/business/Economy/pm-modi-unveils-national-logistics-policy-aims-to-cuttransport-cost/article65903768.ece
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Infrastructure - Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc.

❖ Why in news?
• The government has unveiled
the National Logistics Policy
2022 that seeks to address
challenges facing the transport
sector and bring down the
logistics cost for businesses
from 13-14% to a single digit.
• The Policy was recommended
by Standing Committee on
Commerce which submitted its
report
on
the
subject
‘Augmenting Infrastructure
Facilities to Boost Exports’ on
September 11, 2021.

❖ What is the National Logistics Policy 2022?
• Vision - To develop a technologically enabled, integrated, cost-efficient, resilient, sustainable and trusted
logistics ecosystem for accelerated and inclusive growth.
• Objectives:
1. To reduce cost of logistics in India to be comparable to global benchmark by 2030
2. To place India among top 25 countries in the Logistics Performance Index by 2030
3. To create data driven decision support mechanism for an efficient logistics ecosystem
• The new logistics policy has four key pillars:
1. Integrated Digital System (IDS) - Under it, 30 different systems of 7 departments are integrated
including data from the road transport, railways, customs, aviation and commerce departments.
2. Unified Logistics Interface Platform (ULIP) - ULIP will bring all the digital services related to the
transportation sector into a single portal. It will free exporters from a host of very long & cumbersome
processes. For e.g., getting licenses, paper clearances, tracking consignments with real time data etc.
3. Ease of Logistics Services (E-Logs) - A new digital platform Ease of Logistics Services (E-Logs) has
also been started for industry associations to resolve issues by reaching out to the government.
4. System Improvement Group (SIG) – SIG will be set up for monitoring and coordination of parameters
pertaining to policies, processes, projects etc. and regulatory improvements in logistics sector.
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• Implementation - The Policy will be implemented through a Comprehensive Logistics Action Plan.

Other key features of policy ➢ Capacity building through training course would be done through Integrated Government Online
Training (IGoT) platform on GatiShakti and Logistics for students, governments officials, civil servants.
➢ The policy provides for standardisation of physical assets like warehouses to minimise handling risks
and benchmarking service quality standard to enhance interoperability.
➢ States will be given support for development of state/city level logistics plans
➢ Sectoral Plans for Efficient Logistics aligned with PM GatiShakti will be developed for each sector
➢ The policy will facilitate development of logistics parks e.g., Multi Modal Logistics Parks, Air Freight
Stations, Inland Container Depots, Container Freight Stations, cargo terminals etc.

❖ Significance of the policy
• The National Logistics Policy formulated by the Commerce and Industry Ministry will improve India’s
trade competitiveness, create more jobs, improve India’s performance in global rankings and pave the
way for India to become a logistics hub.
• Ease of business - The policy will create a single window e-logistics market and focus on generation of
employment, skills and make MSMEs competitive.
• Integration with global supply chains – It will address infrastructure and procedural gaps in India’s
EXIM connectivity and create efficient and reliable logistics network, with transparent and streamlined
cross-border trade facilitation.
• Economic benefits - Improving the logistics sector will facilitate 10 % decrease in indirect logistics cost
leading to the growth of 5 to 8% in exports.
• Export competitiveness - Due to high logistical cost, the competitiveness of India’s exports is greatly
reduced. The policy will enhance India’s export competitiveness by bringing down logistical cost.
• Attracting investments – By ending transport related challenges it would make India a more attractive
destination for global investors.

❖ Logistics sector in India
• Indian logistics market is presently worth at about USD 160 billion and it is estimated to be around USD
250 billion by FY 2025. Logistics sector contributes to 14.4% of the GDP of India and provides livelihood
to more than 22 million people.
• Global ranking - In 2018, India was ranked 44th in the World Bank Logistics Performance Index.
• Top states – According to the Ministry of Commerce and Industry survey last year, titled ‘Logistics Ease
Across Different States’, Gujarat, Punjab and Haryana are the top three states in logistics.
• Challenges of logistics sector in India:
• The logistical cost in India is about 13% of GDP, almost double of the costs in developed countries.
• The sector is highly fragmented and unorganised.
• The regulatory environment is complex due to multiple regulations governed by various stakeholders.
• The logistics sector is heavily dependent on road transport.
• There is a low level of technology adoption among various stakeholders.
• The high indirect costs due to unpredictable supply chains and poor first and last mile connectivity add
to the logistics cost.
• Government’s efforts - Government has launched various programmes and schemes aimed at
improving logistics aspects, such as the Sagarmala, Bharatmala, UDAN, FASTag for electronic toll tax
collection, faceless assessment for customs, PM Gati Shakti master plan etc.
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❖ Conclusion
• India aims to become a $20 trillion economy by 2040 and a developed nation by 2047. The National
Logistics Policy has come at the right time, as seamless connectivity, superior infrastructure, and strong
export and logistics efficiency are essential to achieve these ambitious goals.
• National Logistics Policy will promote the facilitation of a unified regulatory environment and
institutional framework governing the logistics sector.
• Reduced logistics cost and increased logistics efficiency will take India a step closer to emerging as a
‘Global manufacturing powerhouse’.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Logistics – The term "logistics" describes the total process of controlling the acquisition, storage, and
delivery of resources to their intended location.
• Logistics broadly includes facilities crucial to trade: transport services for the movement of goods,
storage facilities that are particularly essential for trade in perishable goods such as food items,
fruits, and vegetables, and smooth functioning of government services that facilitate trade such as
licensing and customs.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Consider the following statements about National Logistics Policy (NLP):
1. National Industrial Corridor Development Corporation’s logistics data bank is being used
to develop United Logistics Interface Platform under NLP.
2. The policy has been formulated by the Ministry of Road, Transport & Highways (MoRTH).
Choose the correct alternative from the code given below:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: a)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Highlighting the challenges faced by Indian Logistics sector, discuss the role of National Logistics
Policy in improving overall logistics ecosystem in India.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Dharamshala Declaration 2022
Issue in brief – The ‘Dharamshala Declaration 2022’ was released recently at the end of the three-day
national conference on tourism.
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/chandigarh-news/dharamshala-declaration-affirms-to-makeindia-global-leader-in-tourism-sector-by-2047-101663701872348.html
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development and employment

❖ Why in news?
• The Centre recently unveiled an ambitious plan for
the tourism sector, with a declaration that includes
a long-term revenue goal of $1 trillion by 2047,
when the country turns 100.
• The three-day National Conference of State
Tourism Minister ended with the adoption of the
“Dharamshala
Declaration”
which
affirms
commitment toward developing “sustainable and
responsible tourism” and positions India as a “global
leader in the tourism sector by 2047”.
• The declaration also talked about ‘National
Tourism Policy’, saying it has been drafted with a
holistic vision and strategy to revive India’s tourism.

❖ What is the declaration?
• Aim - The Dharamshala Declaration aims to recognise India’s potential in contributing towards global
tourism as well as focusing on recovery by also promoting domestic tourism.
• Goals - According to the declaration, India plans to position itself as a major tourism destination. It sets
out long-term and short-term goals for the country in the tourism sector.
✓ Short-term goals – In short term, the Indian tourism industry will strive to recover to pre-pandemic
levels by mid-2024. The country is estimated to achieve USD 150 billion GDP contribution, USD 30
billion foreign exchange earnings and 15 million foreign tourist arrivals by 2024.
✓ Medium-term goals - In the medium term, the country’s tourism sector will strive to contribute USD
250 billion to the country’s GDP, 137 million jobs in tourism sector, USD 56 billion in foreign exchange
earnings and 25 million foreign arrivals by 2030.
✓ Long-term goals - Country intends to achieve USD 1 trillion through the sector by 2047. Declaration
affirms to make India global leader in tourism sector by 2047.
• Action plan - In the declaration, the Tourism Ministry has come up with a strategy and action plan to
encourage more Indians to travel domestically and explore India’s natural, cultural, and spiritual beauty
while simultaneously reaching the goal of an ‘Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat’ (interaction and mutual
understanding).
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❖ Tourism sector in India
• The Tourism sector generated INR 16.91 lakh crore (USD 240 billion) or 9.2% of India’s GDP in 2018 and
has supported around 42.67 million jobs or 8.1% of total employment. Travel and Tourism in the country
is expected to grow roughly 14 percent annually till 2029.
• Medical tourism - India stands as a front-runner in the international Medical Tourism space. Medical
tourism market in India is currently valued at $5-6 billion and is projected to reach $13 billion by 2026.
India is placed 10th on the Medical Tourism Index for 2020–21 by the Medical Tourism Association.
• Eco-tourism - Although India has only 2.4 percent of the world’s land area, it has 4 of the world’s 36
biodiversity hotspots and a large network of 900 protected areas including 25 marine protected areas
along 7500 km of coastline.
• Global ranking - India was ranked 40th in the World Economic Forum’s Travel and Tourism
Competitiveness Index in 2017.
• Challenges –
• Deficiencies in infrastructure and inadequate connectivity hamper tourist visits to some heritage sites.
• There are safety concerns especially among foreign visitors because of few cases of harassment.
• Absence of basic amenities like drinking water, well maintained toilets, first aid, cafeteria etc. at tourist
places.
• Unsustainable tourism can have adverse environmental effects.
• There is lack of comprehensive tourism policy for the regulation and development of tourism in India.

❖ Government’s efforts to boost tourism
• Draft National Tourism Policy 2022 – It aims at improving the framework conditions for tourism
development in the country, supporting tourism industries, strengthening tourism support functions and
developing tourism sub-sectors.
• Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat – The programme aims to enhance interaction & promote mutual
understanding between people of different states/UTs through the concept of state/UT pairing.
• Financing - Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme was recently enhanced by ₹50,000 crore, from
₹4.5 lakh crore to ₹5 lakh crore, to benefit enterprises in hospitality and related sectors such as hotels
and restaurants, marriage halls, travel agents, tour operators, adventure and heritage facilities.
• Infrastructure development - The Ministry has sanctioned Rs 7000 crores for development of tourism
infrastructure throughout the country. Swadesh Darshan Scheme 2.0 has been launched recently with
the objective to develop sustainable and responsible destinations following a tourist & destination centric
approach. The PRASHAD Scheme aim to strengthen the tourist facilities around spiritual locations.
• The Tourism Ministry has launched the Incredible India Tourist Facilitator Certification portal. It is
an online programme where one can learn about tourism at their own time, space, path and pace.
• Country-specific strategies - Ministry of Tourism has been working with the Ministry of External Affairs
to identify 20 Indian missions abroad with the highest tourist footfalls to India and build country-specific
strategies to attract foreign tourists.

❖ Conclusion
• The Dharamshala declaration and draft tourism policy would enable India to become one of best tourist
destinations of the world.
• The cooperation between the Centre and the states is necessary for the development of tourism. All states
should focus on creating tourism infrastructure.
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• There is need to bring in necessary interventions for promoting tourism in India such as visa reforms,
ease of travel, traveller-friendly immigration facilities at airports and openness to international travel.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Draft National Tourism Policy 2022 - The Ministry of Tourism has drafted the National Tourism
Policy with a comprehensive vision to revitalise India's tourism industry. The Policy speaks about
bringing in structural changes towards effective execution of policies and projects which includes,
inter alia, formation of a National Tourism Board.
• The guiding principles include promoting sustainable, responsible and inclusive tourism in line
with our civilisational ethos.
• The National Tourism policy aims to give impetus to digitalisation, innovation and technology
through the National Digital Tourism Mission and skilling through the Tourism and Hospitality
Sector Skill Mission.
• The policy also gives a special impetus to private sector participation through public-privatepartnerships (PPP).

Practice Questions
Prelims:

Q. The ‘Dharamshala Declaration 2022’, adopted by Government of India, is related to:
a) UNSC reforms
b) Development of tourism in India
c) Holistic development of education sector
d) Sustainable Himalayan ecosystem
Answer: b)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Government has launched various initiatives for the development of sustainable tourism in
India. Discuss. Also suggest a roadmap to expand the inherent tourism potential of the country
and strengthen the tourism sector comprehensively.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Getting India to Net Zero Report
Issue in brief – The “Getting India to Net Zero” report was recently released by the High-level Policy
Commission on Getting Asia to Net Zero.
https://www.business-standard.com/article/economy-policy/2050-net-zero-target-can-boost-india-sgdp-by-7-3-till-2032-says-report-122082600265_1.html
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Conservation, environment pollution and degradation

❖ Why in news?
• The Getting India to Net Zero report
from the High-level Policy Commission on
Getting Asia to Net Zero explores how
India can achieve net zero emissions in a
manner that is beneficial to its economy,
society, and place in the world.
• Earlier this month, the Cabinet approved
India’s updated nationally determined
contributions (NDCs) that are to be
submitted ahead of the September 23
deadline by the UN Framework
Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).
• At the World Leaders Summit at COP26
in Glasgow in November 2021, India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced that India will achieve
net zero emissions by 2070.

❖ Findings of the report

• India will require an economy-wide investment of $10.1 trillion from now if it is to achieve its net-zero
emissions target by 2070. The investment required will be $13.5 trillion if the target is to be met by 2050.
• The report says that achieving net-zero by 2070 would boost annual GDP by up to 4.7% above the
projected baseline growth in GDP terms by 2036, worth a total of $371 billion and create as many as 15
million new jobs by 2047.
• Reaching net zero by 2050 would lead to greater benefits, increasing India’s GDP by up to 7.3% ($470
billion) and creating 20 million new jobs by 2032.
• India’s Nationally Determined Contribution (NDC) targets set in 2015 are likely to be met early within
the next few years through current policies.
• Further policies, especially to boost renewables and electrification, could make net zero possible by
mid-century. Ending new coal by 2023 and transitioning from unabated coal power by 2040 would be
particularly impactful for reaching net zero emissions closer to mid-century.

❖ Opportunities for India
• If approached with comprehensive, holistic planning, in a way that attracts additional investment and
ensures a just transition for those most reliant on fossil fuels, India’s path to net zero can create new jobs,
secure livelihoods and improve health.
www.dashovidya.in, Email: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com, Telegram: DashoVidyaIAS, Contact: 8595852855

1

53

DashoVidya IAS–Syllabus Affairs
Environment (September, 2022)
• Positive economic impacts – Achieving net zero would result into an improved trade balance due to
reduced demand for fossil fuels.
• Self-reliance in energy - This will directly support India’s energy independence and increase the
country’s self-reliance on solar, wind and other clean energy sources like hydrogen, biofuels and electric
vehicles.
• Employment - Net zero transition will see a net increase in employment opportunities, creating as many
as 15 million jobs beyond a baseline scenario by 2047.
• Household savings - Through net zero households could save as much as $9.7bn in energy costs by 2060.
• As the world is increasingly demanding manufactured goods and green supply chains, India has the
opportunity to ride a whole new wave of manufacturing that is less carbon intensive.

❖ Challenges
• Investment - Achieving net zero emissions will require India to grapple with a series of challenges, the
foremost being finance. India will need around USD 10.1 trillion in cumulative economy-wide investment
to meet its 2070 target.
• Energy security - Emissions are projected to continue to increase significantly. Increasing energy
demand and continued fossil fuel use in power sector present significant challenge for net zero target.
• Insufficient policy support - The enhancement of existing policies (such as subsidies for electric
vehicles) and implementation of new policies (including support for renewables electricity generation
and carbon pricing) in the 2030 targets scenario ensures short-run targets are met. However, these
policies are still insufficient to deliver the 2070 net zero target.
• Skill development - Additional policies and investment will be needed to reskill displaced workers and
train India’s future workforce to access new employment opportunities in a net zero economy.
• Climate action vs development - India cannot make the transition without impacting developmental
needs in the absence of international financial and technological support.

❖ Way Forward
•
•
•
•
•

•

•

Carbon pricing - Implementation of carbon pricing across the economy, starting with the most energy
intensive sectors in 2025, can encourage electrification and innovation in low-carbon solutions.
Use of carbon revenues – India can recycle carbon revenues to fund energy efficiency investments
and subsidies for low-carbon technologies.
Phasing down coal - Ending new coal as soon as possible by 2023 and transitioning from unabated
coal power by 2040 would be impactful for reaching net zero emissions closer to mid-century.
Green hydrogen - Hydrogen will act as a critical enabler to achieving the net zero targets. A NITI Aayog
report suggests, green hydrogen can help abate 3.6 gigatons of cumulative CO2 emissions by 2050.
Green buildings - According to the UNEP, the construction and operation of buildings contribute to
around 40% of the total global carbon emissions. Green buildings can provide opportunities to achieve
significant emission reductions.
Innovation - Investment in research and development is required to bring pre-commercialization lowcarbon technologies (such as carbon capture and storage and hydrogen) to market within the next few
years.
International collaboration - Leveraging international support would free up domestic finance for
development, poverty reduction and management of social impacts, helping mitigate the negative
impacts on households from higher prices and taxes.
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❖ Conclusion
• India’s net zero ambitions are not just important for the global fight against climate change, they can also
be a boon for the country’s own sustainable and inclusive development.
• The historical responsibility of emissions and climate change does lie with the West and the transfer of
finance and technology to developing countries is crucial in this challenge.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• India’s climate change commitments – India has recently revised its Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) at the COP26 Summit held in Glasgow on November 1, 2021. India’s five new
climate targets are:
1. To increase its non-fossil energy capacity to 500 GW by 2030
2. To meet 50 per cent of India’s power demand via renewable energy sources
3. To reduce the carbon intensity of the Indian economy by 45 per cent
4. To reduce India’s total projected carbon emissions by one billion tonnes from 2021 to 2030
5. To achieve a target net zero (for carbon emissions) by 2070.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Consider the following statements with respect to the nationally determined contributions
(NDCs):
1. The Paris Agreement legally compels countries to devise and regularly update nationally
determined contributions (NDCs).
2. NDCs are not legally binding i.e. member countries do not have an obligation to achieve
their nationally determined contributions to address climate change.
3. India has committed to a target of achieving net zero by 2050 under its revised NDCs.
Which of the above statement(s) are correct:
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Answer: a)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Achieving net zero provides significant opportunities for India. Explain. Suggest measures to
achieve India’s target of net zero by 2070.
[10 marks, 150 words]
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TOPIC: Green Hydrogen
Issue in brief – India is planning a massive expansion of green hydrogen production to curb its
dependence on energy imports and to wean the economy off fossil fuels to meet climate targets.
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/industry/renewables/india-plans-to-become-green-hydrogengiant-to-cut-energy-imports/articleshow/93962239.cms
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation

❖ Why in news?
• First EU-India Green Hydrogen
Forum was recently inaugurated by
European Commissioner for Energy
Kadri Simson and India’s Minister for
Power and Renewable Energy R K
Singh.
• In August 2022, India's first
indigenously built Hydrogen Fuel Cell
bus developed by CSIR and KPIT was
launched in Pune.
• Recently an international collaboration
of researchers has successfully
demonstrated the production of green hydrogen directly from the air.

❖ What is Green Hydrogen?
• Green hydrogen is hydrogen produced by splitting water by electrolysis. This produces only hydrogen
and oxygen. We can use the hydrogen and vent the oxygen to the atmosphere with no negative impact.
• The process to make green hydrogen is powered by renewable energy sources, such as wind or solar.
That makes green hydrogen the cleanest option – hydrogen from renewable energy sources without CO2
as a by-product.

❖ Green Hydrogen in India
• Green Hydrogen has become an integral part of India’s economic development and net zero plan.
• The government is planning to blend 15% green hydrogen with piped natural gas for domestic,
commercial and industrial consumption.
• Hydrogen demand in India could grow more than fourfold by 2050, representing almost 10% of global
demand.
• Adoption in India
• India announced its National Hydrogen Mission last year which was aimed to make India a green
hydrogen hub and produce five million tonnes of green hydrogen by 2030.
• Ministry of New and Renewable Energy has been supporting a broad-based R&D programme on
Hydrogen Energy and Fuel.
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• Two hydrogen refuelling stations have been established - one each at Indian Oil R&D Centre,
Faridabad and National Institute of Solar Energy, Gurugram.
• Several Indian companies such as Reliance Industries Ltd. (“RIL”), and Indian Oil Corporation Ltd. have
already announced the establishment of green hydrogen plants.

❖ Significance of green hydrogen
• Clean energy - Hydrogen combustion is possibly the cleanest of all energy resources on the planet. The
fuel is relatively easy to transport and can be burnt anywhere to generate only water as the end product.
• Achieving climate targets - Hydrogen will act as a critical enabler to achieving the global targets to limit
the increase in temperature to 1.5 degree Celsius, adapt to adverse impacts of climate change and foster
low greenhouse gas emissions development.
• Decarbonization - A NITI Aayog report suggests, it can help abate 3.6 gigatons of CO2 emissions by 2050.
Green hydrogen enables deep decarbonization of difficult-to-abate emissions from the industries like
refining, fertiliser, steel, cement and also from the heavy commercial transportation sector.
• Energy security - The green transition is a strategic investment in energy security. It is important for
India to ensure Atmanirbhar means of affordable and accessible clean energy.
• Economic benefits - Green hydrogen is critical to India’s economic development. It would help in
creating new entrepreneurs and jobs. The cumulative value of the green hydrogen market in India could
reach US$8 billion by 2050.
• Industrial applications - Green hydrogen can easily be converted to green ammonia. It, therefore,
assumes vast application for agriculture, fertilizer-producing industries and refineries. Hydrogen can be
useful in application that require high temperatures especially in the chemical, iron and steel industry.

❖ Challenges
• Transition to green hydrogen present several challenges ranging from cost and complexities associated
with its production to the absence of a robust regulatory framework.
• Supply-demand gap - Green hydrogen would likely supply less than 1 percent of final energy globally
by 2035. Its supply will likely remain scarce in the short-term and uncertain in the long term even if its
growth is at par with solar and wind energy.
• Supply of electrolysers - Global electrolyser capacity needs to grow 6,000-8,000-fold by 2050 to
contribute to climate neutrality scenarios compatible with the Paris Agreement.
• Lack of resources - There is a strong mismatch between the availability of freshwater and renewable
energy sources. Water is scarce even to meet local needs in regions where wind and solar are abundant.
Renewables are scarce in areas with plenty of fresh water to make hydrogen fuel.
• Fostering green hydrogen growth will require strong dedication, coordination and funding along the
entire value chain.

❖ What should be done?
• Policy measures - Near-term policy measures can bring down the current costs of green hydrogen to
make it competitive with the existing grey hydrogen prices. Medium-term price targets should be set to
guide the industry towards making green hydrogen the most competitive form of hydrogen.
• The next steps at the policy level could involve arriving at the correct mix between mandates/regulations
and price instruments.
• Market development - Government can encourage near term market development by identifying
industrial clusters and enacting associated viability gap funding, mandates and targets.
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• Financial incentives - Opportunities around research and development and manufacturing of
components like electrolysers need to be identified and encouraged with adequate financial mechanisms
such as production-linked incentive (PLI) schemes.
• International cooperation is required to develop a global hydrogen market, including harmonised
safety and environmental standards.
• A globally competitive green hydrogen industry can lead to exports in green hydrogen and hydrogenembedded low-carbon products like green ammonia and green steel that can unlock 95 GW of electrolysis
capacity in the nation by 2030.
Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Blue hydrogen - when natural gas is split into hydrogen and CO2 either by Steam Methane Reforming
(SMR) or Auto Thermal Reforming (ATR), but the CO2 is captured and then stored. As the greenhouse
gasses are captured, this mitigates the environmental impacts on the planet.
• Grey hydrogen - It is a similar process to blue hydrogen – SMR or ATR are used to split natural gas
into Hydrogen and CO2. But the CO2 is not being captured and is released into the atmosphere.
• Pink hydrogen - Similar to green hydrogen, pink hydrogen is made via electrolysis, but using nuclear
energy as its source of power.
• Yellow hydrogen - Another type of hydrogen made by electrolysis is yellow, where electrolysis is
achieved solely through solar power (unlike green which could use a combination of renewable energy
sources such as wind or solar).

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Consider the following statements:
1. Green hydrogen is the cleanest available source of energy as it does not produces CO2 as
by product.
2. Production process of green hydrogen involves only two products – hydrogen and oxygen.
3. India has recently developed first indigenously built Hydrogen Fuel Cell bus.
Which of the above statement(s) are correct:
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Answer: d)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Green Hydrogen can be crucial for the green transition of Indian economy. Highlighting the
major challenges suggest a roadmap for adoption of green hydrogen in India.
[15 marks, 250 words]
DIY: Syllabus Affairs on Green Hydrogen posted on our Telegram channel on 16th July’21

www.dashovidya.in, Email: dashovidya.upsc@gmail.com, Telegram: DashoVidyaIAS, Contact: 8595852855

3

58

DashoVidya IAS–Syllabus Affairs
Environment (September, 2022)
TOPIC: Green Mobility in India
Issue in brief – As the country is facing challenges such as pollution following the use of diesel and
petrol, both the industry and government have pushed for green mobility in India.
https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/new-momentum-of-auto-industrys-innovation-for-greeneralternatives-need-of-the-hour-pm-modi/article65894189.ece
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation

❖ Why in news?
• Prime Minister Narendra Modi
recently called on the automobile
sector to achieve self-sufficiency, while
also stressing on the need to expedite
innovations for greener alternatives.
• At its 62nd Annual Convention, the
Society of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers (SIAM) said that
Industry aims to have a dominant
share of clean energy vehicles on a lifecycle basis in next 25 years.
• World EV day was also observed on
September 9 to create awareness
about EVs and green mobility.

❖ Significance of green mobility
• Abating air pollution - Emissions from internal combustion engine (ICE) powered motor vehicles are
responsible for about two-thirds of air pollution in the urban areas. Eco-friendly mode of transport will
help in reducing air pollution.
• Decarbonization - Green mobility is going to play a major role in decarbonisation of India's transport
sector and in reducing fuel dependency of India.
• Reducing imports - The shift from petrol and diesel fuelled vehicles will reduce India’s dependence on
oil and the cost of import. NITI Aayog has estimated that India can save up to ₹4 lakh crore by rapidly
adopting EVs.
• Economic benefits - In the long-term, EVs will be economically beneficial for users, particularly for
commercial purposes. The energy cost an EV is only about Rs 0.5 per km (an average of 1/10th of an ICE
vehicle). The maintenance cost of EVs is around 30%–40% lower than that of their ICE counterparts.
• Job creation - Adoption of green mobility would create jobs for lakhs of entrepreneurs through
component manufacturing and development of associated infrastructure such as charging stations.
• Achieving SDGs – Green mobility is the cornerstone for the country’s sustainable future. It would help
in achieving Sustainable Development Goals like SDG-11 (Sustainable Cities and Communities), SDG-12
(Responsible Consumption and Production) and SDG-13 (Climate Action).
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❖ Associated challenges
• Demand and supply mismatch – The demand for Li-ion batteries from India is projected to grow at
CAGR of over 30 percent by volume up to 2030, translating into over 50,000 tonnes of lithium
requirement for the country to manufacture only EV batteries.
• Dependence on imports - With over 90% of global Li production concentrated in Chile, Argentina
Bolivia, Australia and China, and other key inputs such as cobalt and nickel mined in the Congo and
Indonesia, India would need to be almost entirely dependent on imports from a small pool of countries
to cater to its demand.
• Financial access - The role of financing is critical for scaling of electric mobility in India as the electric
vehicles have high initial capital cost.
• Infrastructure development - For the uptake of EVs, an estimated battery capacity of 825 GWh and an
annual energy demand of 39 bn units (~4% of current demand of 1,000 bn units) would be needed.
• Coal based energy generation - Given our electricity generation remains predominantly (~72% of grid
mix) coal based, charging EVs by drawing power from the existing grid would mean mere elimination of
tailpipe emissions.

❖ Measures to promote green mobility in India
• With the transition to EVs becoming inevitable, India is showing great strides in accelerating its green
mobility enterprise. Government schemes and rising fossil fuel prices have led to the deployment of about
15 lakh EVs on Indian roads.
• Target based approach - The government has set a very ambitious target of 30 per cent of all passenger
vehicles sold by 2030 to be EVs.
• In August 2022, India’s first indigenously-developed hydrogen fuel cell technology bus was unveiled
with the fuel cell being developed jointly by the CSIR and automotive software company KPIT Ltd.
• National Electric Mobility Mission Plan 2020 - It aims to promote hybrid and electric vehicles in the
country. It targets 6-7 million sales of hybrid and electric vehicles year on year from 2020 onwards.
• Green Urban Transport Scheme - Under this scheme, government aims to launch eco–friendly
transportation facilities in urban areas.
• Subsidies - Government initiatives, such as the Faster Adoption and Manufacturing of Hybrid and
Electric vehicles in India (FAME) scheme, provide subsidies on the purchase cost of EVs.
• Incentives to producers - India is also pushing carmakers to build more electric cars by offering
companies billions of dollars in incentives. Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, which promotes
local manufacturing of EV components, is expected to give further push for green mobility in India.
• Efforts by states - e-mobility, a single window mobile application was launched by Andhra Pradesh for
sanctioning and monitoring of electric two-wheelers in the State.

❖ Way Forward
• Green mobility should be promoted by focusing on five parameters - socio-economic potential,
livelihood generation potential, scalability, techno-economic viability and stakeholder acceptability.
• Strengthening of local supply chains is important to create a sustainable electric vehicle ecosystem in
the country.
• Lending by banks and NBFCs for buying EVs should be included in the Reserve Bank of India's (RBI)
priority-sector lending (PSL) guidelines to expand financial access.
• Power infrastructure upgradation at the feeder level will be required to match the energy demand.
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• EV fleets (e-auto rickshaws or e-bikes) powered by renewable energy sources coupled with reliable
and convenient public transport services (metro or e-buses) are the way forward for Indian cities.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Green Mobility - Green mobility refers to all those mobility options that emit lower emissions – in
terms CO2 g/km than pure Internal Combustion Engine vehicles – through the use of alternate fuels,
drive-train technologies or other measures. It includes • Bio-fuel and Methanol based mobility
• Compressed Natural gas (CNG) based mobility
• Electric and Hybrid Mobility (xEV)
• Hydrogen energy and fuel cell based mobility

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. FAME scheme, sometimes seen in news is related to which of the following?
a) Promotion of hybrid and electric vehicles
b) Financial inclusion in India
c) Reduction of maternal mortality
d) None of the above
Answer: a)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Green mobility provides a solution for sustainable transition of transport sector. Comment.
Outline the government’s efforts to promote green mobility and provide a roadmap for its
adoption in India.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Prevention of Money Laundering Act
Issue in brief – Supreme Court of India recently reviewed the Prevention of Money Laundering Act
(PMLA).
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/supreme-court-pmla-judgment-review-money-launderingact-8109974/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Money laundering and its prevention

❖ Why in news?
• The Supreme court recently agreed to
reconsider the PMLA judgment, pointing out two
specific aspects -- that the Enforcement
Directorate doesn't need to provide the case
information copy (ECIR) to the accused and the
accused has to prove innocence while the probe
agency need not prove guilt.
• On July 27th, 2022, the SC held that the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act must be
stringent, as it was designed to tackle a heinous
crime.

❖ What is the Money Laundering and what are its effect?
• Money laundering is a serious misconduct in which a person attempts to conceal his unlawful source of
revenue via legal ways. For e.g., proceeds from drug trafficking can be utilised to offset the cost of opening
a restaurant.
• In simpler language, money laundering is a process of converting illegally earned money into legitimate
money.
• It is a punishable crime in India, and the
charges, in this case, are based on the
Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002.
• Effect:
a) Damaged reputation - Money laundering
activities hamper the country's reputation.
Foreign Financial Institutions (FII) might
limit their transactions with institutions
from money laundering shelters.
b) Increased corruption and crime - Money
laundering helps criminals to evade.
Countries with high money laundering
often suffer from a higher rate of crimes.
c) A weaker economy and private sector There are business enterprises that are legitimate, but are controlled by criminals. This results in a
weaker private sector as people don't trust them.
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❖ Prevention of Money Laundering Act (PMLA)
• Prevention of Money Laundering Act is a criminal law of the Parliament of India passed in 2002 to
prevent money laundering and confiscate property derived from the laundered money. PMLA became
law and came into force on July 1, 2005.
• The PMLA was implemented in response to India’s international commitment (Vienna Convention) to
combat money laundering.
• Coverage of the Act - Individuals, businesses, organisations, partnership firms, associations of persons
or incorporations, and any agency, office, or branch owned or managed by any preceding are all covered
by the PMLA.
• Enforcement - PMLA empowers the Enforcement Directorate (ED) to enforce the provisions of Act.
• Objectives of the PMLA act –
✓ Prevention and controlling money laundering
✓ Confiscation and seizing of property involved in or derived from money laundering
✓ Providing punishment to offenders
✓ Appointment of adjudicating authority and appellate tribunal concerning money laundering matters
✓ Maintaining records and putting obligations on financial institutions, banking companies and institutions
✓ Dealing with every issue related to money laundering
• Recent Amendments –
1. Proceeds of Crime encompass the property generated from the scheduled offence, and any additional
property acquired or earned while engaging in any criminal conduct related to or equivalent to the
scheduled offence.
2. Redefining Money Laundering - A person is accused of money laundering if they are directly or
indirectly involved in the profits of a crime such as concealment, possession, using or portraying as
genuine property or claiming to be an untainted property
3. Continuing Nature of Offence - As this crime continues, the individual will be regarded as
participating in the offence of money laundering until that person receives the fruits of money
laundering operations.

❖ Issues with the PMLA
• Powers of ED - Blanket powers have been assigned to the Enforcement Directorate (ED) under PMLA
for seizing, investing, searching and attaching assets.
• Possible Violation of Powers - Because the “process is itself the penalty,” the PMLA might be used
against a political opponent or dissenter.
• Problems with ECIR - The ECIR (Enforcement Case Information Report), an analogue of the FIR, is
treated as an “internal document” and is not provided to the accused. Throughout the proceedings, the
accused is unaware of the facts of the claim against him because the sole document containing the
complaint is the ECIR, which is not provided to the accused.
• Burden of proof - Under the PMLA, the burden of proof has been moved to the accused and they must
establish their innocence.
• Accused bound to be a Witness - A person can be forced to make statements incriminating himself,
which is against the constitutional protection against self-incrimination in Article 20 (3).
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❖ Conclusion
• Money laundering is a horrific crime that harms the country’s social and economic foundation and fosters
other significant offences like terrorism and drug trafficking, which have recently increased in India. It is
a developing issue that must be addressed.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Financial Action Task Force (FATF)– FATF is an intergovernmental institution established in 1989 in
the endeavour of the G7 to create policies to battle money laundering. In 2001, its directive was
expanded to include terrorism financing.
• FATF releases grey and black lists, in which few countries are mentioned. A grey list is created to
check a nation's progress on measures against money laundering and terrorism financing activities,
while a black list includes non-cooperative countries against battling money laundering and terror
financing.
• Vienna Convention - The United Nations adopted the Convention against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (the Vienna Convention) in 1988. It was the first major initiative
in the prevention of money laundering.
• The Vienna Convention directed signatories to recognise money laundering as a criminal offence.
• India is a signatory to the Convention.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Consider the following statements with respect to the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002
(PMLA)?
1. PMLA empowers the Enforcement Directorate (ED) to enforce the provisions of Act.
2. ED is not bound by the procedures and standards set for criminal investigation under the
Code of Criminal Procedure Code, 1973 (CrPC).
Which of the above statement(s) are correct:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: c)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Explain the concept of money laundering and its impact on a country. Write down the issues
concerning the Prevention of Money Laundering Act, 2002 and recent Supreme Court judgement
related to it.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Pact with Armed Tribal Groups
Issue in brief – The Centre, Assam government and eight armed adivasi groups recently signed a
tripartite agreement to end the decades-old crisis of adivasis and tea garden workers.
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/centre-signs-pact-with-eight-armed-tribal-groups-in-assam8153921/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Linkages between development and spread of extremism

❖ Why in news?
• The Centre and Assam Government on
Thursday signed a tripartite agreement
with eight armed tribal groups in Assam to
bring them into the mainstream and give
them political and economic rights.
• The groups that signed the agreement are
Birsa Commando Force (BCF), Adivasi
People’s Army (APA), All Adivasi National
Liberation Army (AANLA), Adivasi Cobra
Military of Assam (ACMA) and Santhali
Tiger Force (STF). The remaining three
outfits are splinter groups of BCF, AANLA
and ACMA.
• The accord was followed by the laying down of arms by 1,182 cadre of the tribal groups who will now
join the mainstream.

❖ What is the agreement?
• The agreement entails a responsibility on the part of the Centre and the Assam government to “fulfill the
political, economic and educational aspirations of the adivasi groups”.
• This agreement is intended to not just protect but strengthen the social, cultural, linguistic and
community-based identity.
• Key points of the agreement ▪ An Adivasi Welfare and Development Council would be established by the Government of Assam.
▪ Speedy and focused development of tea gardens would be ensured.
▪ Necessary measures would be taken for the rehabilitation of cadres of armed groups and for the
welfare of tea garden workers.
▪ A special development package of ₹1,000 crore would be provided (Rs 500 crore each by the Centre
and the Assam government) over a period of five years for infrastructure development in Adivasipopulated villages and areas.
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❖ Reasons of insurgency in Northeast
• Northeast India has been in turmoil since independence. Several factors like common ethnic stock,
similar historical background and comparable geo-politics are responsible for insurgency in the region.
• Geopolitical factors - The physiographic constraints, the geographical isolation of the region and the
wide communication gap are the primary geopolitical factors responsible for mushrooming insurgent
groups and their prolonged struggle against the Indian government.
• Demographic changes - The influx of refugees from former East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) into Assam
led to a dramatic change in the demographic landscape of the region.
• Regional issues - The inter-tribal conflicts, the youth unemployment and the inability to compete with
non-tribal businesses, illegal migration from neighbouring States and countries leading to the
competition of resources and land have led to various conflicts.
• Poor governance – Due to alienation, lack of development and an apathetic attitude from the central
government; several tribal groups resorted to use of violence.
• Use of force - A strong military presence has been the feature of all the militancy-affected states in the
region. Security force operations using the army, state police forces and the paramilitary forces remain
the preferred mode of official response to contain militancy.
• Role of the Neighbours - Although most militant outfits have originated within their respective states,
neighbouring countries like Pakistan, China and Myanmar are believed to have promoted insurgency in
the region through training, finance and providing safe heaven to the militants.

❖ Efforts to end insurgency in Northeast region
• Ministry of Home Affairs has taken steps to develop the Northeast by promoting and developing the
rich culture of the region, settling all disputes, establishing peace and accelerating development to make
it peaceful and prosperous.
• Resolution of disputes - The Central Government has decided that before 2024, border disputes
between the states of the North East and all disputes related to armed groups will be resolved.
• Peace agreements - The Centre and governments of the Northeast states have entered into several
agreements among themselves and with various extremist groups. These agreements include the NLFT
(National Liberation Front of Twipra) agreement in 2019, the Bodo accord in 2020, the Karbi Anglong
agreement in 2021 and the Assam-Meghalaya Inter-State Boundary Agreement in 2022.
• Reducing areas under AFSPA - The disturbed areas under the Armed Forces Special Powers Act
(AFSPA) had been reduced from a large part of the northeast. About 60% of Assam is now free from the
AFSPA. In Tripura and Meghalaya, the AFSPA has been withdrawn completely.
• Developmental works – The government has started various projects for the development of the region
such as NE Road Sector Development Scheme, National Bamboo Mission, Dhubri Phulbari bridge, Kaladan
Multi-Modal Transit Project etc.
• Cooperation with bordering nations - Bangladesh and Myanmar have cooperated India in its efforts to
stamp out insurgency in its northeast. Under Operation Sunrise, Myanmar had taken part in coordinated
operations with India along their common borders.

❖ Conclusion
• As a result of peace agreements, the number of insurgency-related incidents in the northeast had
decreased from 824 in 2014 to 158. The number of civilian killings in the region had declined from 212
in 2014 to six, and the number of security forces killed during the same period had reduced to two from
20 earlier.
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• Permanent solution of the problem lies in socio-economic development of the region. Government should
focus on infrastructure and communication development for better integration of the region with the
mainland.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA), 1958 – It is an act of Parliament that gives the armed
forces the power to maintain public order in “disturbed areas”. The law first came into effect in 1958
to deal with the uprising in the Naga Hills, followed by the insurgency in Assam.
• AFSPA enables certain special powers to be conferred upon members of the Armed forces in
disturbed areas in the states, such as:
1. They have the authority to prohibit a gathering of five or more persons in an area, can use
force or even open fire after giving due warning if they feel a person is in contravention of the
law.
2. If reasonable suspicion exists, the army can also arrest a person without a warrant; enter or
search premises without a warrant; and ban the possession of firearms.
3. Any person arrested or taken into custody may be handed over to the officer in charge of the
nearest police station along with a report detailing the circumstances that led to the arrest.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Operation Sunrise, sometimes seen in news, is conducted between armed forces of India and
which of the following countries –
a) Bangladesh
b) Bhutan
c) Thailand
d) Myanmar
Answer: d)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Peace accords with the armed tribal groups, in past few years, have resulted in the decrease of
insurgency and establishment of peace in the Northeastern India. Critically evaluate.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: CRISPR-Cas9 Technology
Issue in brief – The gene-editing technology called CRISPR-Cas9 has become an important tool for
biomedical research and has produced flawless results in clinical trials.
https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-health/crispr-beginning-to-deliver-8149398/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 3: Science and Technology - developments and their applications and effects in everyday life

❖ Why in news?
• The gene-editing technology which has
led to innovations in medicine,
evolution
and
agriculture
has
completed 10 years of innovation.
• The
researchers
have
recently
developed a more efficient and
accessible process to apply CRISPRCas9 systems in human pluripotent
stem cells.
• Over the last three years especially,
several therapeutic interventions using
CRISPR for diseases like thalassaemia
or sickle cell anaemia have gone into
clinical trials, mainly in the United States, and the initial results have been flawless.

❖ What is the CRISPR-Cas9?
• CRISPR is acronym for Clustered Regularly Interspaced Short Palindromic Repeats, which refers to
the clustered and repetitive sequences of DNA found in bacteria, whose natural mechanism to fight some
viral diseases is replicated in this gene-editing tool.
• Development - The technology was developed by Jennifer Doudna and Emmanuelle Charpentier in the
year 2012. They won the Nobel Prize for Chemistry in 2020 for the development of CRISPR technology.
• The CRISPR-Cas9 system consists of two key molecules that introduce a change mutation into the DNA1. Cas9 – An enzyme that acts as a pair of ‘molecular scissors’ that can cut the two strands of DNA at a
specific location in the genome.
2. Guide RNA (gRNA) - The gRNA is designed to find and bind to a specific sequence in the DNA.
• Mechanism - Its mechanism is often compared to the ‘cut-copy-paste’, or ‘find-replace’ functionalities in
common computer programmes. A bad stretch in the DNA sequence, which is the cause of disease or
disorder, is located, cut and removed, and then replaced with a ‘correct’ sequence. And the tools used to
achieve this are not mechanical, but biochemical — specific protein and RNA molecules.
• The technology replicates a natural defence mechanism in some bacteria that uses a similar method
to protect itself from virus attacks.
• CRISPR-based therapeutic solutions are not in the form of a pill or drug. Instead, some cells of every
patient are extracted, the genes are edited in the laboratory and the corrected genes are then re-injected
into the patients.
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❖ Opportunities
• The technology enables a simple but remarkably efficient way to ‘edit’ the genetic codes of living
organisms, thus opening up the possibility of ‘correcting’ genetic information to cure diseases, prevent
physical deformities, or to even produce cosmetic enhancements.
• Curing genetic diseases - A vast number of diseases and disorders are genetic in nature such as sickle
cell anaemia, colour blindness, several types of cancer, diabetes, HIV, and liver and heart diseases. Many
of these are hereditary as well. This technology opens up the possibility of finding a permanent cure to
many of these diseases.
• Prevention of gene abnormalities - It would also help in eliminating the deformities arising out of
abnormalities in gene sequences, like stunted or slow growth, speech disorders, or inability to stand or
walk.
• Cancer treatment – It can help in developing new treatments that could prevent cancer genes from
inducing tumour growth.
• New diagnostic tools - The CRISPR-Cas9 system is among the major systems used for molecular
diagnostics, facilitating detection and characterization of diseases.
• Genome sequencing - The human body has more than 20,000 genes, yet we study the functions of only
about 10% of them. Using engineered stem cells from our highly efficient gene-editing techniques can
greatly speed up this process.
• Other applications - It has potential to be used in different areas that include crop production,
bioenergy, manufacturing and environmental remediation.

❖ Issues related with the technology
• Probable misuse – CRISPR has the power to induce dramatic changes in an individual. Hence, there is
potential for misuse of the technology.
• Possible errors - Changes induced by technology are likely to be passed to future generations. Though
the technology is fairly accurate, it is not 100 percent precise, and could induce a few errors as well,
making changes in other genes. This has the possibility of being inherited by successive generations.
• Side effects - Enhancing CRISPR-mediated insertion efficiency using high concentrations of doublestranded DNA (dsDNA) with Cas9 target sequences can be toxic to primary cells. It could also lead to
unwanted effects like cell death and genomic instability.
• Ethical issues - In 2018, a Chinese researcher had altered the genes of a human embryo to prevent the
infection of HIV. It caused widespread concerns related to interference with natural processes.
• Security concerns - It could lead to the manufacture of biological weapons by potential bioterrorists
who might use the knowledge to create vaccine resistant strains of other pox viruses, such as smallpox,
that could affect humans.

❖ Adoption in India
•

•
•

National Ethical Guidelines for Biomedical and Health Research involving human participants,
2017, by the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), and the Biomedical and Health Research
Regulation Bill provide for the regulation of the gene-editing process.
Last year, the Indian government approved a five-year project to develop this technology to cure sickle
cell anaemia that mainly afflicts the tribal populations of the country.
CSIR’s Institute of Genomics and Integrative Biology has indigenously developed a CRISPR-based
therapeutic solution for sickle cell anaemia, which is now being readied for clinical trials.
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•

Several research groups in India are working on CRISPR-based enhancements for various crops
including rice and banana.

❖ Conclusion
• The gene-editing technology CRISPR has potential to revolutionize the medical field. But the ethical
problems associated with this technique suggest limited use of this technique.
• The government should develop a regulatory framework and proper guidelines so that this technology
can be used for human welfare. It should focus on research and development for the indigenous
development of the technology.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Gene editing - Gene/genome editing refers to technology that permits to change an organism’s DNA.
It usually involves the introduction of a new gene or suppression of an existing gene, through a process
described as genetic engineering.
• These technologies allow genetic material to be added, removed, or altered at particular locations
in the genome.
• Its applications include correcting genetic defects, treating and preventing the spread of diseases
and improving crops etc.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Consider the following statements :
1. CRISPR-Cas9 is a system used by bacterial cells to recognise and destroy viral RNA as a
form of adaptive immunity.
2. Cas9 protein acts as molecular scissors which is used in targeted gene editing.
3. In 2021, Nobel Prize for Chemistry was awarded for the development of CRISPR technology
Choose the correct option from the codes given below:
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Answer: b)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. What do you understand by CRISPR Cas9? Explain the opportunities and challenges associated
with the technology. Evaluate whether it can be a boon or bane for the humanity.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Human Trafficking
Issue in brief – The conviction rate in human trafficking cases across the country continues to be low,
according to the latest report of the National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB).
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/only-16-pc-human-trafficking-cases-2021-saw-convictionsncrb-data-8123964/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 1: Population and associated issues, poverty and developmental issues

❖ What are the findings?
• Increased cases - A total of 2,189 cases
of human trafficking were registered in
2021 as compared to 1,714 in 2020,
showing an increase of 27.7 per cent.
• Eight children were trafficked every day
in the country in 2021 for different
forms of exploitation such as forced
labour, sexual exploitation, begging.
• Low conviction - While police filed
chargesheets in 84.7 per cent of the
2,189 cases registered under the AntiHuman Trafficking Units across the country in 2021, only 16 per cent of the cases saw convictions.
• The highest number of trafficking cases was registered in Telangana (347 cases), Maharashtra (320
cases) and Assam (203 cases) while, Delhi has the highest cases of human trafficking among the UTs.
• Goa records one case of human trafficking per lakh population as against the national average of 0.2 cases.
• The top performer was Jharkhand, which saw convictions in 84.2 per cent of the 92 cases that were
registered in 2021. 11 states and Union territories have reported zero convictions in 2021.

❖ Constitutional & legislative provisions
• Article 23 (1) of the Constitution prohibits trafficking in human beings or persons.
• The Immoral Traffic (Prevention) Act, 1956 - It is the premier legislation for prevention of trafficking
for commercial sexual exploitation.
• Criminal Law (Amendment) Act 2013 - It provides for comprehensive measures to counter the menace
of human trafficking including trafficking of children for exploitation in any form including physical
exploitation or any form of sexual exploitation, slavery, servitude or the forced removal of organs.
• Protection of Children from Sexual offences (POCSO) Act, 2012 is a special law to protect children
from sexual abuse and exploitation.
• Other specific legislations enacted relating to trafficking in women and children are Prohibition of Child
Marriage Act, 2006, Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976, Child Labour (Prohibition and
Regulation) Act, 1986, Transplantation of Human Organs Act, 1994, apart from specific Sections in the
IPC, e.g., Sections 372 and 373 deal with selling and buying of girls for the purpose of prostitution.
• State Governments have also enacted specific legislations to deal with the issue. (e.g., The Punjab
Prevention of Human Smuggling Act, 2012)
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❖ Causing factors in India
• Socio-economic conditions - Factors like poverty, caste discrimination or violence, lack of economic
opportunity, political violence, climate change and natural disasters influence trafficking. Displacement
of populations increases their vulnerability to becoming a victim of trafficking.
• Political instability - War, civil unrest, political conflict, violence, lawlessness and natural disasters
create unstable conditions. Traffickers take advantage of these desperate circumstances.
• Migration - Being a hub for job opportunities, cities lure youngsters and jobless people. They are
exploited by offenders to recruit and gain initial control, only to be replaced by more coercive measures.
• Gender Inequality - In many cultures, women are seen as less than men; are paid less for equal work;
have fewer rights; less access to health, education, and property; are expected to be submissive to men;
and are therefore vulnerable to recruitment by traffickers.
• Effect of Covid-19 - The Covid pandemic has left children far more exposed and vulnerable. As more
businesses started to reopen, agents and gangs started scouting for people and forced them into bonded
labour or sexually exploited them.
• Other factors - Other causes are porous nature of borders, corrupt government officials, the involvement
of international organized criminal groups or networks and the limited capacity of or commitment by
immigration and law enforcement officers to control borders.

❖ Measures taken to Prevent and Combat Human Trafficking in India
• Anti-Trafficking Cell - ATC was set up in the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) in 2006 to act as a focal
point for communicating various decisions and follow up on action taken by the State Governments to
combat the crime of Human Trafficking.
• Crime Multi Agency Centre (Cri-MAC) – It was launched in 2020 by the Ministry of Home Affairs to
disseminate info on significant crimes, including human trafficking, across the country.
• Capacity building - To enhance the capacity building of law enforcement agencies and generate
awareness among them, various Training of Trainers (TOT) workshops on ‘Combating Trafficking in
Human Beings’ at Regional level, State level and District level were held throughout the country.
• Judicial Colloquium - In order to train and sensitize the trial court judicial officers about the various
issues concerning human trafficking and to ensure speedy court process, Judicial Colloquium on human
trafficking are held at the High court level.
• UN Convention - India has ratified the United Nations Convention on Transnational Organised Crime
(UNCTOC) which has as one of its Protocols Prevention, Suppression and Punishment of Trafficking in
Persons, particularly Women and Children.
• SAARC Convention - India has ratified the SAARC Convention on Preventing and Combating Trafficking
in Women and Children for Prostitution.
• Bilateral mechanism - For dealing with cross border trafficking and to address the various issues
relating to prevention of Trafficking, victim identification and repatriation and make the process speedy
and victim-friendly between India and Bangladesh, a Task Force of India and Bangladesh was constituted.

❖ Way Forward
• Removal of vulnerabilities - As we improve our response mechanism, it is equally important to focus
on the root causes that are contributing to the increasing crimes of human trafficking in India.
Strengthening the families and reducing the vulnerabilities at the family and community level is essential.
• Inter-State coordination - This can help in locating and identifying the trafficked victims as also in
prevention, detection and investigation of crime.
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• Specific legislation - The country needs a comprehensive victim-centred law to combat human
trafficking. The survivor of human trafficking needs long-term support to bounce back in life.
• Urgent measures are needed to strengthen India's child protection systems and ensure that efforts during
humanitarian crises are swift, well-planned and responsive to children's and families' priorities.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Human trafficking – The United Nations defines human trafficking as “Human trafficking involves
recruitment, transportation, transfer, harbouring, or receipt of persons, by means of the threat or use
of force or other forms of coercion, for the purpose of exploitation.”
• The ultimate purpose of these acts and means is to use these individuals for the purpose of
exploitation.
• The 3 most common types of human trafficking are sex trafficking, forced labour, and debt bondage.
• Forced labour, also known as involuntary servitude, is the biggest sector of trafficking in the world.
Debt bondage is another form of human trafficking in which an individual is forced to work in order
to pay a debt.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. Cri-MAC, sometimes seen in news, is related to which of the following ?
a) A newly discovered galaxy
b) Artificial Intelligence software
c) Portal to share information on crimes in India
d) Mental health portal to support the victims of any crime
Answer: c)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Recent NCRB data have raised concerns about increased human trafficking in India. Explaining
the major contributing factors to the crime describe various efforts made by the government to
control the menace of human trafficking in India.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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TOPIC: Gender Discrimination in India
Issue in brief – India Discrimination Report, 2022 recently released by Oxfam India highlighted the
prevalent gender discrimination in the country.
https://indianexpress.com/article/india/oxfam-report-on-discrimination-tale-of-women-workers-rapidexit-from-workforce-sliding-earnings-8151794/
Where in Syllabus:
GS 1: Social empowerment; Role of women

❖ India Discrimination Report, 2022
• Report finds that if a man and woman starts
on an equal footing, the woman will be
discriminated in the economic sphere
where
she
will
lag
behind
in
regular/salaried,
casual
and
selfemployment.
• Labour force participation rate (LFPR) of
women in India is just 25.1% in 2021 –
lesser than the figure of 42.7% in 2004-05
and the lowest among the BRICS countries.
• Employment inequality - Gender
discrimination causes 100 percent of
employment inequality faced by women in rural areas in labour market and 98 percent in urban areas.
• Earning gap - Self-employed males earn 2.5 times more than females, 83 per cent of which is attributed
to gender-based discrimination and 95 per cent of the gap between the earnings of male and female
casual wage workers is due to discrimination.
• In 2019-20, 60 percent of all men aging 15 and above have regular salaried and self-employed jobs.
During the same period, only 19 percent of women in that age group had jobs.
• The report noted that discrimination against women is so high that there is hardly any difference across
religion or caste-based sub-groups, or the rural-urban divide. It said all women, regardless of their socioeconomic location, are “highly discriminated”.

❖ Causes of gender discrimination
• Gender discrimination in India is structural which results in great disparities between earnings of men
and women under ‘normal circumstances’.
• Conservatism - Due to social and cultural conservatism, differential treatment is meted out to women
which begins from childhood and is manifested in terms of access to food, education and healthcare.
• Social prejudice - Women in India, despite their same educational qualification and work experience as
men, are discriminated in the labour market due to societal and employers' prejudices.
• Role stereotypes - Traditional roles and freedom to work are barriers to participation. Girls are coerced
to be home-makers.
• Economic dependence – Economically, a woman is generally dependent on her husband. Fewer women
are able to make independent decisions regarding their earnings.
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• Lack of political representation – There is lower representation of women in decision-making. The
stature of women in Indian politics can be ascertained from the fact that only 14 per cent of MPs in the
current Lok Sabha are women.
• Women workers are perceived by their male peers as a threat to their employment and as potentially
cheaper competitors.

❖ Significance of women empowerment
• Role of women is crucial to fight and end poverty and ignorance and disease; to build up a prosperous,
democratic and progressive nation, and to create social, economic and political institutions which will
ensure justice and fullness of life to every man and woman.
• Social roles - Women are known for delivering multiple roles effortlessly per day, and thus, they are
considered the backbone of every society. Living in male-dominating societies, women play a wide range
of roles, such as caring mothers, loving daughters, and capable colleagues.
• Economic development - Women contribute massively towards India’s economic growth and
prosperity. A report by McKinsey Global Institute has estimated that just by offering equal opportunities
to women, India could add US$ 770 billion to its GDP by 2025.
• Job creation - According to the data, around 22 to 27 million direct employment opportunities in India
can be created by tapping the estimated 13.5 to 15.7 million women-owned and operated enterprises.
• Right to equality - Empowering women is a necessary right of women. They should have proportional
rights to contribute to society, economics, education, and politics. They are approved to gain higher
education and receive a similar treatment as men are receiving.

❖ Measures taken in India
• Major changes have taken place since Independence in the areas of legislation, economic sectors, social
and cultural life and so on. The structural and cultural changes in India have brought into many
opportunities for women in the fields of education, employment and politics.
• Constitutional provisions - Constitution of India guarantees equal status to all citizens of India including
women under Article 14 and does not distinguish or discriminate between a man or a woman. Moreover,
Article 15 empowers the government to make special provisions for women.
• Legislative measures - Government has enacted various legislation to promote gender equality such as
Hindu Marriage Act 1955, Hindu Succession Act 1956, Dowry Prohibition Act 1961, Protection of Women
from Domestic Violence Act 2005 etc.
• Political Participation - To bring women in the mainstream of political leadership at the grass root level,
government has reserved 33% of the seats in Panchayati Raj Institutions for women.
• Educational empowerment - The government provided several benefits to women such as scholarship,
loan facilities, hostel facilities etc. Due to these efforts, the ratio of women pursuing higher studies and
taking education has improved gradually.
• Economic participation – Equal opportunities are provided to women in recruitment to all posts such
as teachers, doctors, nurses, advocates, police officers, bank employees in all major cities of India. Since
1991 women have been recruited into 3 wings of armed forces that are military, air force and naval force.

❖ Way Forward
• While there is a decline in discrimination within the Indian labour market over a decade, there still
remains high gender inequality.
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• The government should actively enforce effective measures for the protection and right to equal wages
and work for all women. The Government of India should also incentivise the participation of women in
workforce, including enhancement in pay, upskilling and job reservations.
• Further, measures should be instituted to mitigate the factors of womanhood that employers see as
reducing the strength of their endowments, for example, maternity. Women should be provided with easy
return-to-work options after motherhood or be allowed to work from home, wherever possible.
• Another step in this direction would be to strengthen the engagement of civil society in ensuring a more
equitable distribution of parental responsibilities between men and women.
• Finally, the relatively low levels of discrimination in regular work, enforced through labour laws, need
to be brought into the other categories of employment as well.

Basic terms/related concepts and facts:
• Labour Force Participation Rate (LFPR) - According to the International Labour Organisation (ILO),
the LFPR is a ‘measure of the proportion of a country’s working-age population that engages actively
in the labour market, either by working or looking for work’.
• It is the percentage of the population which is either working (employed) or seeking for work
(unemployed).
• As per the ministry of statistics and programme implementation, LFPR for women in India was only
25.1% in 2020-21.

Practice Questions
Prelims:
Q. India Discrimination Report, 2022 was published by which of the following organizations?
a) Ministry of women and child development
b) NITI Aayog
c) Oxfam India
d) Minstry of social justice and empowerment

Answer: c)
Mains: (Level-Moderate)
Q. Exclusion of women from workforce has significantly affected growth and development of India.
Evaluate. Also write down measure taken after independence to ensure equal participation of
women in India growth story.
[15 marks, 250 words]
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